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_ Preface 


By the title, ‘‘ Vital Questions,’”” is meant the things 
which are of supreme importance to our Christian Faith. 

There seems to be an urgent call for a compact study and 
handbook, cutside of Bible studies in books, periods, cus- 
toms and manners, which will deal in a frank, concise and 
constructive way with the vital questions about the Bible, 
God, Man and the Church. These topics concern things 
which never grow old and are always of unfailing interest. 

An effort is made to meet this call and to set forth, in a 
series of short and comprehensive studies, the essential 
Christian beliefs and the reasons for their trustworthiness. 

Controversial matters are avoided. ‘The purpose is to aid 
those who desire help, or wish to help others, in their in- 
quiry into, or understanding of, some of the fundamentals 
which are held by Christians in all churches. 

This book is for use in adult Bible and pastors’ classes, 
young people’s societies, schools, colleges and private study. 
An additional use for this book may be found, by pastors 
and Sunday-school superintendents, in bringing it to the at- 
tention of those who are about to unite with the church on 
profession of their faith. 

For convenience of class work the studies are grouped 
under four heads—I. Vital Questions About the Bible. 
II. Vital Questions About God. III. Vital Questions 
About Man. IV. Vital Questions About the Church. 
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While each one of the sixteen studies presented in this 
book may be considered in a single session of the class, 
much better results will be attained by devoting two or more 
sessions to every study. 

Sections of the topics should be assigned to individuals, 
before the class session, for their investigation. 

That the author’s other books of Bible study have sup- 
plied a need, in their respective lines, is demonstrated by 
the sale of about two hundred thousand copies. 
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SECTION I 


Vital Questions About the Bible 


Studies 


Wuat Is THE BIBLE? 

How WAS THE BIBLE MADE? 

How Is THE BIBLE INSPIRED ? 

Wuat ARE THE BIBLE STANDPOINTS P 


STUDY I 
WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 


“The word of our God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40: 8). 
“< My words shall not pass away” (Jesus Christ, Mark 13 : 31). 


Approach.—There are a number of ways of entering 
upon the study of the Bible. One of the best is that of the 
open mind, eager to ascertain the truth. Some one has 
said that, ‘‘Man’s knowledge is a tree which grows ques- 
tions.’’ The more we know, the more we desire to know. 

The Scriptures, in these days of investigating all things, 
sacred and secular, have been subjected to a bombardment 
of questions. There are those who are asking, How goes 
the battle? Will the old book stand? They fear injury 
and loss and, at times, favour a withdrawal from the con- 
flict. But if we follow our Lord Jesus Christ, we find that 
He invited the most searching inquiry into the claims of 
the Old Testament as well as those which He made for 
Himself. He pressed the cause. He forced the fighting, 
when He was upon this earth. He did not fear a bad issue. 
He was confident of victory. 

What ts the Bible? What ts its purpose ? How can 
these questions be answered so that one may be convinced 
of the exceeding importance of the Scriptural truths? Con- 
vinced, as Christ convinced His disciples, a man ceases to 
act upon the defensive. He urges the Bible verities. 

Il 
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There are three ways of approach in attempting to get 
at the truth in any book. 

First—To read into its pages that which we desire to see 
in it. 

Second—To read out of its pages that which we desire to 
see out of it. 

Third—To take up the book, with an open mind, and let 
it tell its own story. 

The first two ways have been those which have been 
very commonly employed in Biblical matters and they have 
led many far astray. ‘There is now a decided trend towards 
the third and right way of getting at the truth in the Scrip- 
tures. This last is the method of the scientific investigator 
in all other departments of human knowledge. Not what 
any man thinks the Bible ought to say, but what does it say, 
about the vital questions of our relations to God, to life and 
to immortality? Here is the true method of approach. 

Standing.—Every book has some rating. It may be 
poor and it may be good. But no book stays in the front 
rank very long. The Bible, it is too often forgotten, is the 
exception and outranks all the old and all the modern 
books. It holds an increasingly important place in the 
world. It has the largest circulation and is the most read. 
‘Its power and influence to-day permeate every avenue of 
religious and literary life.’’ ‘i 

Subject.—Religion is the supreme topic of all the Bible 
writers. All other things are subordinated to this one great 
theme. Other questions may be discussed but only as they 
are related in some way to this one. 

Religion has been defined as ‘‘ A belief in an invisible su- 
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perhuman power, conceived of after the analogy of the 
human spirit, on which (or whom) man regards himself 
dependent, and to which (or whom) he thinks himself in 
some degree responsible, together with the feelings and 
practices which naturally flow from such a belief.” 

Literature.—lIt is through the literature of the Jewish 
people that the greatest religious message has come to the 
world. 

The excellence of this literature is attested by the fact 
that it is winning its way increasingly, as an object of study, 
into our higher institutions of learning. We have here his- 
tories, essays, sonnets, philosophical treatises, epics, lyrics 
and dramas of the highest and most polished literary forms. 
The world of letters is waking up to the merit of these writ- 
ings. When the directors of the Boston public library wished 
to adorn its walls with the pictured forms of the greatest 
literary geniuses of the world, they selected as the subjects 
for these the Old Testament prophets. When the great 
public library of the United States was built, in Washing- 
ton, the authorities selected this sentence—‘‘ What doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God,’’ from the prophet 
Micah (6: 8) and placed it high up in the dome, as the 
embodiment of all wisdom. 

Revelation.—The Bible is more than a literature, it is 
a revelation from God. It is called—‘‘ The revelation of 
God,’’ ‘* because it brings before us in a written record what 
God has done to make Himself known, and what God-in- 
spired men have seen in that revelation and have thought of 
God.’”’ A revelation is of something that a man cannot 
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find out for himself. A man needs a telescope to see a 
whole host of things above, as he needs a microscope to see 
a whole host of things below, his natural vision. In such a 
vast and complicated universe a man needs a revelation to 
see his way to God. 

The writers claim that they speak as they are moved by a 
Divine Power (Ezekiel 1:13; Isaiah 1:1; 6:13; Jeremiah 
1: 2-10). They record their spiritual experiences. This 
history of a Chosen Jewish People differs in its subject from 
ordinary history in that it is of a special training, disciplin- 
ing, for a special purpose ; and in its method, because it is a 
history of facts, as God sees them, referred to their true 
center in Him. God is the controlling force and sin the 
disturbing element in this history. 

The books of the Bible were not gathered together asa 
man would gather up a number of books to take with him 
on a journey. There is a certain orderly sequence about 
them in the progressive vital revelation of the Divine purpose 
and will. This orderly sequence can be easily seen when 
we attempt to very radically misplace them, as, for instance, 
putting the book of John after that of Deuteronomy or 
Leviticus after Acts. This revelation culminates in Christ. 

Response.—It responds to man’s desire to know 
his relations to God, to the world, to life and to the here- 
after. : 

The Bible is the only book which plainly, simply and suf- 
ficiently answers the five great questions of the human mind 
and heart. Questions asked by the child, by the old man, 
by the scientist, by the philosopher and by all grades and 
conditions of mankind. Get these settled right and all other 
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things will take care of themselves. Hence the great im- 
portance of seeking and accepting the Biblical answers. 

First. What was in the beginning? Is the world self- 
originated? It is here declared that the world was not self- 
originated but had its beginning at the hands of a Supreme, 
Self-conscious, Personal God, who is above all things and in 
all things. ‘The importance of the statement in the first 
chapter of Genesis—‘‘In the beginning God ’’—cannot be 
overestimated. He is manifested as the Creator, Preserver, 
Lawgiver, Judge and Merciful Father. 

Second. How. did man come to be? Is he a product of 
God’s handiwork? Man is declared to be heaven born and 
also earth born. He has in him the dual nature. He is of 
the dust—he has the animal nature and the passions of the 
brute. He is of the nature of God with the finest feelings 
and the highest attributes of love, pity, mercy, purity and 
kindness. To which nature shall he respond? ‘The whole 
appeal of the Bible is to the godlike side. 

Third. How did sin come to be? Was it by an act of 
God? The whole contention here is that God did not want 
and does not want sin in the world. Sin came in through 
man’s disobedience of righteous law, and sin is kept 
in the world through man’s disobedience of this same 
righteous law. When men cease to disobey, sin will dis- 
appear. 

fourth. How did redemption come into the world? 
God, seeing man getting hopelessly involved in evil, sent His 
only begotten Son to show His love and pity and to rescue 
man from the ruin he had brought upon himself. ‘‘ For 
God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son 
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into the world that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life’? (John 3: 16). 

fifth. What ts the end of it all? Is there any personal 
immortality, after death, for man? Here, without the clear 
light which Christ’s resurrection sheds on this question, man 
is full of guesses, surmises and arguments. There is no ar- 
gument in the New Testament for personal immortality—it 
is stated asa fact. ‘‘In My Father’s house are many man- 
sions ; if it were not so I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you”’ (John 14:1). 

Tests.—There are three great tests which may be ap- 
plied to the Bible to ascertain its quality. They can, in 
fact, be applied to any book or institution. They are acid 
in their character. 

First. The Historical Test. Is this book true to his- 
tory? It comes from the long past. It names mighty king- 
doms that have perished and once populous cities whose very 
sites are dust heaps to-day. There have been voices raised 
informing us that our Scriptures were not true to the record 
of the ancient times. But since the pickaxe and the spade 
have been so busy in unearthing the buried empires of the 
olden times these voices have ceased their crying and the 
facts, as set forth in the Bible, have been remarkably veri- 
fied. We can now go to the monuments of the ancient na- 
tions and check up this marvellous Scriptural story. : 

Second. The Life Test. Are the truths the Bible sets 
forth such as impart life or are they outworn? Is there life 
still flowing forth from its pages? The test is an easy one 
to make. It is made every day amongst all sorts and con- 
ditions of men and amongst all nations. The missionary 
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takes ‘The Book’’ everywhere with him and we find men 
responding to its appeals and receiving its truths, and these 
truths making themselves manifest in new lives in the better, 
in the worse, parts of our cities, and in China, Africa, India 
and the islands of the sea. Not a word has been added to 
this remarkable record for many hundreds of years yet it is 
the light and delight of millions of believers. It causes men 
to give up sin and to lead right lives. It is a joy in trouble 
and a consolation in sickness, and men die comforted with 
its words upon their lips. What other book has this life in 
it? It is a common fact that ordinary, or even out of the 
ordinary books, written by man, soon lose their freshness and 
life. 

Third. The Endurance Test. Here is surely the worst 
acid test. Many books make a good showing for a while. 
They run up into a circulation of a few or many thousands 
of copies and then, written for their own times, they fall 
away and perish. But this Bible increases its circulation 
into the millions of copies and keeps increasing its constit- 
uency. It tires out its detractors and goes forward in spite 
of all opposition. 

Defense.—The Bible is its own best defender. 

The French Protestant Church had for its motto an anvil 
around which were lying many broken hammers with this 
inscription underneath: ‘‘ Hammer away ye hostile bands, 
your hammers break, God’s anvil stands.’’ Every once in 
a while some great antagonist of the Bible appears, and lift- 
ing his huge hammer in the air, loudly proclaims what he 
will do to the Book of Books. The Christian world looks on 
aghast thinking now—when that hammer descends—the Bible 
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will be no more. But the hammer does descend, it is itself 
shattered, and the anvil intact awaits the next antagonist. 
Let us have no fear for this ‘‘ Revelation of God.’’ It is 
perfectly able to care for itself. 


QUESTIONS 


What is one of the best ways to approach the study of the 
Bible? Give the three ways usually employed in getting at 
Bible truths? What is the standing of the Bible and the supreme 
subject? What can be said of its literature and revelation? 'To 
what does it respond and what are the five great questions under 
this caption? What are the three acid tests which may be ap- 

lied to the Bible to ascertain its truthfulness? What is the 
Bible’s best defense? 


StTupy II 
HOW WAS THE BIBLE MADE? 


“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of mans but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost”? (2 Peter 1: 21). 


The Bible is Here.—How was it made? It consists 
of sixty-six separate books. It has two general divisions 
which we call the Old and the New Testaments. It was 
written by all sorts of writers, under different circumstances 
and through many ages. 

Some such questions as the following are constantly asked 
about it: 

‘Ts the Bible really true? ”’ 

‘« Where did our Bible come from ?”’ 

“Ts our Bible the same which the ancient Christians read 
daily ?”’ 

«¢ Were the contents of the New Testament, in our hands, 
in the hands of the Apostles and their friends and followers 
before the first century had closed ?’’ 

‘Is the Old Testament which we peruse the same which 
our Lord had ?”’ 

These questions can best be answered by tracing the 
Scriptural writings back to their source. 

In regard to the events and sayings which these writings 
record, the inquiry is—How close can we get to them? 
Owing to our limited space in this study, only the main 
lines of this inquiry can be taken up. 
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Tracing the Bible Back to its Beginning.—There 
was atime when there was no Bible. The Revelation had 
not been given, or the history enacted, to make it. Then 
came the first Bible, which for a long time was the only 
one. This consisted of what the Jews called ‘‘ The Law,” 
and was made up of the five books of Moses—Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Then fol- 
lowed another division, ‘¢ The Prophets,’’ and then still an- 
other, ‘The Writings.”? Each of these divisions was the 
Bible for many years. ‘Then these divisions were combined 
in one book; the story of the combination is told under 
what is known as the history of ‘*The Old Testament 
Canon.”’ 

The Old Testament, as we have it now, was in existence 
for a long time before the advent of our Lord and was His 
Bible. 

The New Testament books came into existence separately 
and were circulated in this way, in manuscript, amongst the 
early Christian churches before they were combined into 
what is now our New Testament. How these books were 
brought together is told in the history of ‘‘ The New Testa- 
ment Canon.”’ 

The Material used was not only what had been given to, 
and seen and heard by, the writers but also that which they 
had received upon good authority ; see Luke 1: 1-4. The 
authors also sometimes embodied in their compositions offi- 
cial documents and quotations from other books, some of 
which have disappeared. Sometimes several ancient records 
were combined into one, making a better story. 

Purpose. It is very evident, even to the casual reader, 
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that the writers of these books had a very definite end in 
view, or were divinely guided to that end—to show God 
working in the history of a race for the redemption of man. 
Things which do not concern this purpose are dropped out. 
There are many historical lapses; sometimes between two 
verses a hundred years of time have passed. We have here 
the same principle upon which an architect works in plan- 
ning and constructing a building for a definite use ; he care- 
fully selects the materials he desires and rejects what will 
not serve his purpose. 

Care was taken to keep the manuscripts free from error. 
The scribes of the Old Testament counted the words in 
every book to find the middle verse and letter so that noth- 
ing might be taken away or added in the making of new 
copies. 

The Revised Version.—In tracing back the Bible to 
its source we begin with the best known and latest version. 
This was begun in June, 1870, and completed in May, 1885. 
The most distinguished Biblical scholars in England and 
the United States were engaged on this work. 

The reason for this version was that many manuscripts of 
earlier date than those used in the King James Bible had 
come to light, the changes in the meaning of words, and a 
riper scholarship. But when everything had been com- 
pleted it was surprising how few alterations were made. 
This traces our Bible back to 1870. 

The King James Version.—In 1607 King James com- 
missioned fifty-four of the most learned divines in England 
to prepare a new version of the Scriptures. They were di- 
vided into six companies; two met at Westminster, two at 
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Oxford, and two at Cambridge. In 1611 this great work 
was completed. This traces our Bible back to 1607. 

Older English Bibles.—There are what are known as 
the Bishop’s Bible, issued in 1568; the Geneva Bible in 
1560; and so back through whole and partial translations 
we come to the earliest English translation in the seventh 
century. Before this the English Churches used the trans- 
lation known as the Latin Vulgate, completed by the cele- 
brated scholar Jerome in 405 A. D. 

In England we have now gone back to 405, and find that 
there is very little, if any, difference between our latest 1870 
version and that made by Jerome in 405. 

The middle of the fifteenth century, with the invention of 
printing, marked a great change in the making of books. 
Before this time all books had to be written out by hand. 
The Bible benefited, more than any other book, by this 
new invention. 

The Three Oldest Manuscript Bibles.—These were 
not known to be in existence when the King James Version 
was made. These manuscripts date from about 400 to 330, 
thus carrying us back to about 330 with practically no 
change either in the Old or New Testaments. 

Codex Alexandrinus, written in Greek. It was presented 
to Charles the First, of England, by Cyril, Patriarch of 
Jerusalem in 1728—seventeen years after the making of 
King James Version. 

Codex Vaticanus, This is kept in the Vatican library at 
Rome. 

Codex Stinaiticus. The finding of this manuscript by 
Tischendorf, the eminent scholar, in the monastery of St, 
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Catherine, on Mt. Sinai, reads like a romance. This is 
thought to be one of the fifty copies which Constantine, the 
first Christian Roman emperor, caused to be made by a 
company of the distinguished scholars of his empire a few 
years after he embraced Christianity. At this time there 
were any number of versions of the Scriptures extant. This 
brings us within less than 300 years of the time of Christ. 
Can we get any closer ? 

The Writings of the Early Fathers.—These men 
were alive in 175 A.D. They were cultivated men, amongst 
the ablest of their day. They lived in different parts of the 
world, and moved amongst different circumstances. ‘They 
all bear most valued testimony to the place and authority to 
the Gospels and Epistles.’”’ 

We select three of their number to show how well known 
the Scriptures were in their age: 

Tertullian was a native of Carthage in Africa. His 
father was a Roman centurion. He was a lawyer by pro- 
fession and took great delight in philosophy and history. 
Born in 150, he was not converted until he was forty years 
of age, and then seeing what great things Christianity was 
accomplishing he threw himself heart and soul into its 
propagation. He was a voluminous and scholarly writer. 
He makes twenty-five hundred references to the New Testa- 
ment. He ascribes the four Gospels to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. He was the first to introduce the phrase 
New Testament, as applied to its writings. 

Jreneus was born in Asia Minor about 130. He was 
connected with the Christian Church, at Lyons, France, at 
the time of the fierce persecution of the Christians under the 
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Roman emperor, Marcus Aurelius. He was a disciple of 
Papias and Polycarp, who were friends and disciples of the 
Apostle John. This brings us very close to our Lord. In 
his writings he makes twelve hundred references to the 
New Testament, and he also ascribes the four Gospels to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Clement of Alexandria presided over the famous school 
of thought in his city. Here was the meeting-place of the 
great men of all nations. He lived and wrote within one 
hundred years of the death of the Apostles of our Lord. 
He makes several hundred references to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, and accepted their writings as genuine and 
authentic. We are now within one hundred years of our 
New Testament writings and we find them received as we 
receive them. Can we get any closer? 

The Writings of the Apostolic Fathers.—Going 
back one hundred years we come to the Apostolic Fathers. 
They were eminent Christian men who were the workers, in 
the forefront, before the last of the Apostles had passed 
away. 

Three names are again selected to show how well the 
New Testament writings were known in their day: Clement 
of Rome, Polycarp and Papias. These men were born be- 
fore the year 75 A. D. 

Clement of Rome. We do not know the date of his birth 
but we do know the date of his death which was in the year’ 
95. He was the third pastor of the church in the city of 
Rome. He knew the Apostles John, Andrew and Philip. 
He is thought to be the Clement whom Paul mentions in 
the Epistle to the Philippians (4: 3). He wrote an Epistle te 
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the Corinthians, which is still extant. His writings are 
saturated with the language and spirit of the New Testa- 
ment. They contain the words of Peter, James, John and 
Luke. There are passages based upon the Epistles to the 
Romans, Thessalonians, Ephesians, Timothy, of Titus, of 
James, of Peter, to the Hebrews, and the Acts of the Apostles. 

Folycarp was born in the year 70. He was pastor of the 
church in Smyrna. He was a friend and disciple of the 
Apostle John, who was pastor at the neighbouring church 
of Ephesus. He wrote an Epistle, still extant, which is full 
of the New Testament, showing that in his day the ‘* Writ- 
ings’’ were well known. He was put to death as a martyr, 
being burned alive for his profession of Christ. 

Fapias was pastor of the church at Hierapolis. He was 
a friend of Polycarp and by some has been declared to be a 
disciple of the Apostle John. He wrote what seems to have 
been quite a large work called ‘‘ The Interpretation of the 
Sayings of the Lord.’’ This work was well known up to 
the year 1218 when it disappeared. It may come to light 
again. We have many quotations from it which are very 
valuable in showing that the books of the New Testament 
were well known in his time. He was a very careful col- 
lector of facts and from quotations made from his work we 
find that he held many conversations with the disciples of 
Christ. He tells us that Mark was a companion of Peter 
and that Mark wrote a Gospel. He also tells about the 
making of a Gospel by Matthew. He also gives many 
other valuable facts about the writings of the New Testament. 

The New Testament Writings.—Going back to the 
year 50 A. D., we come to the time when the Epistle and 
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Gospels began to be written. We find here word pictures 
of the marvellous events which have changed the history of 
the world. They do not stand alone but are corroborated 
in many ways. 

The best Roman historians, such as Tacitus, Suetonius 
and Pliny, give us also word pictures of the great effect 
of the teachings and life and death of Christ. They state 
that His followers regarded Him as a God and paid homage 
to Him as such. In fact the great persecutions were all 
brought about because His followers would not give up their 
belief in Him as God. Tacitus tells us that a great multi- 
tude believed in Him. 

So fast did Christianity grow that as early as the year 
64 A. D. it was so well known and so aggressive that the 
Roman emperor, Nero, attempted to suppress it by a great 
persecution. This conflict with Christ by the Roman Em- 
pire never ceased until Christ conquered in three hundred 
years and the Emperor Constantine gave his adhesion to it. 

The New Testament writings grew out of the necessity of 
making known to the new churches and converts, who mul- 
tiplied so rapidly, the facts about Christ and the Gospel 
which He preached. 

Eye and Ear Witnesses.—At first the gospel facts 
were made known by those who had seen and heard the 
Christ, and all this was according to His commandment 
(Acts 1:8). This is the period back of the year 50 to the 
ascension of Christ. 

The Source of the New Testament was in Christ Him- 
self. If there had been no Christ there would have been no 
such book. 
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The Source of the Old Testament was in the great 
love of God for man. The writings cover a period of over 
one thousand years. It is quite clear that the books which 
make up this collection were well known long before the 
time of Christ. Josephus, the great Jewish historian, speaks 
of them as well known in his day. 

A translation was made of them, known as the Septuagint, 
from the Hebrew to the Greek, between the third and second 
century B. Cc. in Alexandria. In the fifth century B. c., in the 
time of Ezra and Nehemiah, the Law was read to the people 
as the Law of God (Nehemiah 8 and g). In the seventh 
century the Book of the Law, as having divine authority, 
was read to the people (2 Kings 22: 8). The Book of the 
Law was put in the side of the Ark of the Covenant (Deuter- 
onomy 31: 25, 26). Moses was commanded to write for a 
memorial in a book (Exodus 17: 14), and the ancient law 
codes, which were preserved in Exodus 20-23 and 34: 10-26, 
had certainly received their divine sanction at a very early 
date. 

QUESTIONS 


State the five questions usually asked about the Bible. In 
tracing the Bible back to its beginning—What was the first Bible, 
the second, etc.? What can be said of the material, purpose 
and care? Give the story of the Revised Version, that of King 
James, the older English Bibles and the three oldest Manu- 
script Bibles. What can be said of the significance of the Writ- 
ings of the Early Fathers and of the Apostolic Fathers? How 
did the New Testament Writings come to be? What of the 
eye and ear witnesses? What was the source of the New 
Testament? What was the source of the Old Testament? 


Stupy III 


HOW IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED ? 


“« Every Scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in right- 
cousness: that the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work” (2 Timothy 3: 16). 


“© There is a spirit in man; and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding ”’ (Job 32: 8). 


What is Inspiration ?—It is defined here as it applies 
to the Bible. ‘It is supernatural divine influence exerted 
upon the sacred teachers and writers by the Spirit of God, 
by which divine authority was given to their writings. It 
has been characterized as 

«‘ Verbal when the exact words have been revealed to the 
inspired writer or speaker. 

‘Plenary, when the responsibility for the entire utterance 
as to its freedom from erroneous teaching rests with the di- 
vine influence. 

“Moral, when the inspiration affects the moral and relig- 
ious teaching only, passing over the accuracy of the ma- 
terial or historical facts in which the teaching is contained. 

«¢ Mechanical, when the human writer or speaker of the in- 
spired utterance is used as an instrument or channel for the 
action of the divine Spirit ; and 

‘¢ Dynamical, when the inspired writer or speaker acts, not 
under revelation, but when moved by an influence which 
allows his natural faculties full scope.”” 
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We find in the Scriptures different kinds of inspiration. 
Confusion has resulted in trying to press all Scripture into 
one sort of inspiration. The beauty of a flower garden is 
in the varieties of flowers which grow in it from the same 
soil. The glory of the Bible is in the different manifesta- 
tions of the Spirit of God. 

In general it may be said that the leading forms of Bib- 
lical inspiration are the moral and dynamical. 

The gift of inspiration is the gift of life. A man may 
know all the facts about a certain important matter and yet 
not be moved by them or be able to moveothers. The dis- 
ciples who had been with Jesus, and knew all the facts 
about His life, death, resurrection and ascension, were not 
able to move others until they had received the inspiration 
from God. They were bidden to wait (Acts 1: 4-8) until 
they were endued with power, or life, from on high. When 
they received that power there came the wonderful revival 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2 : 1-47). 

Natural and Supernatural Inspiration and Spir- 
itual Illumination.—There is here a decided difference. 

Supernatural inspiration is distinguished both in degree 
and kind from natural inspiration and spiritual illumination. 
It differs, on the one hand, from the providential agency of 
God (natural inspiration) which is everywhere and always 
in operation and has its fruitage in the works of great, and 
lesser, artists and writers and reformers; and on the other 
hand from the gracious operations of the Spirit (spiritual 
illumination) on the hearts of His people—ever urging them 
to betterment of life and character. 

‘“*A marked distinction is to be made between those 
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effects which are due to the efficiency of God operating 
regularly through second causes, and those which are pro- 
duced by His immediate efficiency without the intervention 
of such causes. The one class of effects is natural; the 
other supernatural. Supernatural inspiration belongs to the 
latter class. No less obvious is the distinction which the 
Bible makes between the gracious operations of the Spirit 
and those by which extraordinary gifts are bestowed upon 
particular persons. Inspiration is not therefore to be con- 
founded with spiritual illumination. They differ, first, as 
to their subjects. The subjects of spiritual inspiration are a 
few selected persons; the subjects of spiritual illumination 
are all true believers. And, secondly, they differ as to 
their design. The design of the former is to render certain 
men infallible as teachers; the design of the latter is to 
render men holy; and of course they differ as to their 
effects.”’ 

Distinction Between Inspiration and Revelation. 
—The distinction is, as it has been stated, ‘‘ You inspire a 
life; you reveal a fact. Inspiration is a breath which fills 
the sails of the inner being. Revelation is a telescope 
bringing into range objects which the eye, of itself, could 
not discern.’’ Revelation is the disclosing of something 
unknown before. Inspiration is the inbreathing of the 
Holy Ghost to produce a more spiritual attitude, a more 
burning zeai, a deeper love, a keener insight into God’s 
purposes or whatever other qualities were most needed for 
accomplishing the work for which the inspired writers were 
raised up. 

‘‘ They differ then, first, as to their object. The object 
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of revelation is the communication of knowledge. The de- 
sign of inspiration is to secure infallibility in teaching. 
They differ, secondly, in their effects. The effect of reve- 
lation is to render its recipient wiser. The effect of inspira- 
tion was to preserve him from error in teaching. These 
two gifts were often enjoyed by the same person at the same 
time.”’ 

Inspiration may exist without a revelation as Luke de- 
clares that he wrote his Gospel from facts learned in the 
ordinary way in which any man could learn them (Luke 
1:1-4). But Luke was inspired to see the significance of 
his facts as they related to God’s purpose in the salvation 
of men through Jesus Christ. No revelation was needed to 
give the facts of Jewish history, which the writers may have 
gathered in the ordinary way, but inspiration was needed to 
show the bearing of these facts of history upon God’s pur- 
pose in the redemption of the world. 

Three things in the study of this subject should be kept 
clearly in mind. ‘First, God’s revelation of Himself. 
Second, human apprehension of this revelation. Third, 
the record in our Bible of this revelation as apprehended.” 

The Human and the Divine Elements in Inspira- 
tion.—We have this treasure in earthen vessels. In the 
impartation of the life of God to man difficulties are en- 
countered. The human material is stubborn and refuses to 
be shaped into right forms. This material is worked as 
best it can be. Without this fact is taken into considera- 
tion, in the study of inspiration, the Bible will be a misun- 
derstood book. Reverently recognized the Bible becomes 

‘more simple and beautiful. 
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The human element. When God uses any of His crea- 
tures to do His will, He uses them according to their na- 
ture; men as men and angels as angels. The writers of 
the Bible books were not used as typewriters are used but as 
intelligent voluntary agents. The sacred composers were 
not made unconscious or irrational when they became the 
subjects of inspiration as the organs of God. Their human 
faculties were not suspended or suppressed. ‘‘If a Hebrew 
was inspired he spake Hebrew; if a Greek, he spake Greek ; 
if an educated man he spoke as a man of culture; if unedu- 
cated he spoke as such a man is wont tospeak. If his mind 
was logical he reasoned, as Paul did; if emotional and con- 
templative, he wrote as John wrote. God uses His instru- 
ments according to their natures. Their peculiarities are 
impressed upon their productions.’’ Nevertheless, impressed 
as they were with the divine fullness of life, they were the 
organs of God moved by His Spirit. He came to them in 
joy and sorrow, in hope and in despair. 

There is great value in this human element for the or- 
dinary man, for he can see that, after all, he is not so far 
removed from these men; and in the spiritual illumination 
which comes to him he can understand how the Spirit of 
God is attempting to enter into his life, as He has entered in 
a larger degree and higher quality, in inspiration, into the 
lives of the sacred writers. 

The divine element. This is the Spirit of God ever at- 
tempting to make Himself known to men. ‘To come into 
their lives and take possession of them, making them God 
moved. He is ever seeking expression for His ideals and 
plans. In the Old Testament He arrives through a chosen ° 
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man, such as Abraham, a chosen family, a chosen race, as 
the Israelitish, and through kings and prophets. Inthe New 
Testament He comes in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
to make Himself best known. 

The value of Bible history is here that we see human his- 
tory and life as it is thought of and judged immediately by 
God. Here is no second-hand revelation through nature or 
philosophy, but here are men, God moved, who speak to us 
as God would. 

The Bible holds its place, in the world, because men be- 
lieve that God has spoken, in this book, and through its men 
and institutions, as He has spoken nowhere else. 

Progressive Inspiration.—There is a progressive spir- 
itual education of our race. ‘This is plainly the divine plan. 
Things that were allowed in Old Testament times are not 
allowed in the New Testament age. Our Lord said, com- 
menting upon this spirit of uplift, ‘Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
and hate thine enemy; but I say unto you, Love your ene- 
mies; do good to them that hate you.’’ ‘‘ Moses for the 
hardness of your hearts, permitted divorce on certain easy 
conditions, but I say unto you that he who putteth away his 
wife save for the cause of fornication committeth adultery.’’ 
«¢ And again when the indignant disciples wanted to call down 
fire, as Elijah did, upon those who had slighted their Mas- 
ter, they were sternly taught that the spirit of Elijah was not 
the spirit of Christ; that they belonged to a higher stage of 
the spiritual education.”’ 

Note how Christ handled this matter of progress in inspi- 
ration in His Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5 : 21-48). 
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If we read the Bible with the thought of this historical pro- 
gressive inspiration in view we will get the right perspective 
and it will seem like a new book to us. 

Infallibility—Is this inspired Bible infallible? If so, 
how is it free from error? The chief concern of this book is 
not to teach mathematics or botany or astronomy or geology 
but to reveal God and His relation to man. We rightly 
judge a book by what it proposes to teach, not what we think 
it ought to teach. Too much stress has been laid upon in- 
cidental things in the Bible which are only incidental. The 
main issues have too often been laid aside. 

We ought to accord the Scriptures the same treatment that 
we render to other writings. This book professes to teach 
religion—God’s best word to man on this subject. 

Ls the Bible free from error in revealing God and in 
teaching men all that is necessary for salvation? This isthe 
great question. Let it always be remembered that the 
ruling Bible theme is religion. It is infallible in pointing 
men to Christ—this is its great topic—and in leading them to 
higher and nobler lives. ‘* This is life eternal that they may 
know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent.’’ 

“‘ Its infallibility is complete as to its peculiar message to 
all that it professes to be and all that it professes to do, 
Within this sphere it contains no error. Here it never mis- 
leads, never deceives and never goes wrong. All that it 
teaches about faith in God, in Christ, in truth, in righteous- 
ness, in moral love and in the wisdom of life, spent in the 
fear of God, has proved its absolute trustworthiness. And 
as trustworthy are its teachings as to where human life goes 
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wrong, as to where the right way in all matters of conduct 
lies, as to how a life of righteousness may be attained, and 
as to how manhood may be perfected in a life of likeness to 
God.’’ Along this pathway the light is clear—no man can 
go wrong who follows this lighted way. 


QUESTIONS 


What is inspiration: verbal, plenary, moral, mechanical and 
dynamical? What can be said of these different forms as used 
in the Scriptures? What are the two leading forms used? 
What is the gift of inspiration? What is the difference between 
natural and supernatural inspiration and spiritual illumination ? 
What is the distinction between revelation and inspiration? 
What can be said of the human and divine elements in inspira- 
tion? What is progressive inspiration? How is the Bible in- 
fallible? Where is it infallible? 


StTupDY IV 


WHAT ARE THE BIBLE STANDPOINTS? 


“ Fight the good fight of faith” (1 ‘Timothy 6: 12). 
“< So they pitched by their standards” (Numbers 2: 34). 


The Battle of the Standpoints.—The Bible is under 
fire to-day. It has always been under bombardment. It is 
likely to continue to be the object of severe and long con- 
tinued attacks. There may come now and then a lull in 
the fighting but it will not be for long. One question 
seemingly settled, another will be raised. Why? Because 
the Bible stands for great truths and principles the dominance 
of which the world will not willingly concede. It continues 
to raise higher and higher standards. It refuses com- 
promises. 

The Essential and the Non-Essential.—In this 
struggle, if we desire to keep the upper hand, it is well to 
consider what is of transient and what is of permanent value. 
It is well to keep before us the things which are really worth 
while and to put behind us those of small value. Christ 
called attention to this point when He rebuked those who 
tithed mint and anise and cummin and neglected the 
weightier matters of the law. In New Testament times 
there were a number of exciting questions, such as eating of 
meats offered to idols and that a Christian should keep the 
Jewish law as well as his rule of faith, whose interest has 
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totally passed away. There are many such questions of 
minor importance to-day between denominations, and the 
church and the world. 

What are some of the things which are really worth 
while? This is the study before us, 


THREE ESSENTIAL DOCTRINAL STANDPOINTS 


Behind all the questions of the composition, historical 
veracity, time and authorship of the books of the Bible is 
the matter of their teaching. Without the positiveness of 
their doctrines along certain lines the other questions would 
cease tc have any interest whatever. It is in the doctrines 
that the Scriptures live and move. What are the funda- 
mentals ? 

Belief in a Personal God.—The first standpoint. We 
live in an immense universe on a comparatively small 
planet. We are surrounded by, and are the sport of, 
marvellous forces. Who or what is in control of these 
forces? Humanly speaking we can trace them to a certain 
limited extent and then they mysteriously evade us. What 
is beyond them? Are they self-originated? Are they 
eternal? Here one man’s opinion is as good as another’s. 
One of the greatest scientific investigators tells us that he 
never tried to solve a physical problem but that it led him 
into a metaphysical one which he could not understand or 
explain. But we want the key that unlocks this door if 
possible. 

Just here the Bible steps in and declares that the universe 
is not self-made, that it did not come by chance but that it 
was originated and is controlled by one great Supreme 
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Being. It is here also asserted that God is not an abstrac- 
tion but personal and that man is not a bit of matter, or a 
stray leaf from the great tree of life, but that God is his 
Father and that he can personally know Him. ‘‘ The 
heavens declare His glory and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork.’’ 

The whole of the New Testament is taken up with this 
teaching of a personal God who has appeared in Jesus 
Christ, His son, to make known His care, His will and His 
salvation to us. 

With this thought of an Eternal Father who cares for us 
and loves us, our whole outlook is changed ; without it our 
universe is chaos. 

Belief in Man’s Personal Responsibility.—The 
second standpoint. The whole question of man’s personal 
responsibility centers in the question of what he is. If he is 
the product of earth forces as the peach is the fruit of a 
tree; then there is no doubt of his irresponsibility. 
Whatever he is, good or bad, he is the result of conditions 
over which he never had and can never have any control. 
Under this theory he is not to be praised for a good action 
or blamed for a bad one. Those who believe this take their 
belief as an excuse for their bad actions—there is no attempt 
at an uplifting of character and life. 

The Bible meets man right here and asserts man's moral 
accountability. Not only will he be judged in this life but 
also in the life hereafter for the way in which he has used 
his time and his talents. Christ again and again brought 
this doctrine into the forefront of His teaching. See the 
parables of The Talents, The Vineyard Let Out, The Wise 
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and Foolish Virgins, The General Judgment (Matthew 
25: 1-46). Man has been loaned a physical body, a mind, 
a soul, and opportunities to employ them wisely. As to 
what use he will make of them he is left free until he is 
called upon for the accounting. But that accounting will 
surely be called for. 

This doctrine of man’s moral responsibility is common 
sense. For we find men can, if they will, rise out of the 
most evil conditions and environment. We find them sub- 
duing the most strenuous passions in themselves. Not con- 
tent with changing their own characters and lives they sub- 
due and change the face of nature and bend her to their 
wills. 

Belief in Man’s Personal Immortality.—The third 
standpoint. An impersonal immortality, after death, is 
conceded to man. He is to live forever as the chemical 
elements of his body are indestructible. But is he per- 
sonally immortal and is he the same conscious individual, 
after death, that he was before? Here is the crux of the 
whole matter. The philosopher and the learned scientific 
man ponder and wonder over it. Yet ground is gained 
even here. 

The Bible enters into no argument for conscious personal 
immortality. lt is here asserted as a well-known fact with 
no more thought of argument over it than a common man 
would attempt to argue that the sun was shining upon a 
bright day in the summer time. Why should he argue it ? 
He would turn away with impatience from the person who 
asked him to prove that the sun was doing its duty. 

Jesus Christ said, ‘(In My Father’s house are many 
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mansions, if it were not so I would have told you”’ (John 
14: 2); ‘¢I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11: 25). 
The Apostles went everywhere asserting that they had seen 
Jesus Christ after He rose from the dead—that they had 
touched Him and been with Him. 

The effects of belief or non-belief in these great essential 
standpoints of our faith are easily seen. Let any man be 
clear in his mind and believe in a Personal God, Personal 
Responsibility and Personal Immortality and he is strength- 
ened in heart and soul for any duty or condition of life. 
Let a man disbelieve and for him this earth is a quagmire 
with no stable ground. 

One Essential Practical Standpoint.—Our Bible is 
a very practical book. It enters into the life of man, and 
not only endeavours to make him think right but to live 
right. 

Belief in the New Law of Christ in Doing More 
Than is Expected of Us.—Christ was continually exem- 
plifying in His life and teachings this great new law. No 
one expected it, but ‘‘ He gave His life a ransom for many ’”’ 
(Matthew 20: 28). He made the lame to walk and the 
blind to see, even when not asked to help (Matthew 11: 5). 
He laid down a law of forgiveness which went away beyond 
anything before set forth—*‘ Forgiveness until seventy times 
seven’’ (Matthew 18: 22). He laid down laws of friend- 
ship and jove (John 15:13). He was continually doing 
for others unexpected kindnesses and courtesies. This was 
His law of practical living in a world where there is so much 
trouble and sorrow. 

In order to see the beauty in this law let us consider 
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The three planes upon which men live, or the three laws 
which govern their actions. 

First. There are those who get all they can and give 
back as little as possible. This is the purely worldly plane 
or law of living. It is the lowest possible. It is the atti- 
tude of the sponge. Here the questions asked are—How 
much can I get and how little can I give for what I get? 
Here is the brass rule of life—‘‘ Find out what the other 
man is going to do to you and do it to him first and worst.”’ 
Life here becomes a wrestling match. 

Second. There are those who seek to give an exact equiva- 
lent for everything received. A smile forasmile. A favour 
for a favour. Likewise a hate fora hate. A blow for a blow. 
A tooth for a tooth. An eye for an eye. I am watching 
everybody and everybody is watching me. This is the Old 
Testament law of living. It is an advance over the first 
plane, where every one tried to get the better of every one 
else. 

Third. To do something more than is expected of us. 
Following out the new law of Christ. To give a little better 
measure than we are given. ‘To keep our temper when we 
have just cause for giving away to it. For a smile to give a 
more cordial one. For a frown to give asmile. For the 
hate of an enemy to give forgiveness and love. To seek to 
do good to those who speak evil of us. 

Upon what plane do we want our friends to live? Do we 
desire to come into very close association with people who 
seek to get all they can out of us and give back as little as 
possible? Do we want much to do with people who are 
always watching us to see that they get an exact equivalent 
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of what they do for us? Or do we wish to get near to 
people who are a little better to us than we can expect? 
The Christ law is the diamond rule of life. It is the doc- 
trine of the extra service and love which He taught in the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5: 39-48). ‘Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you and pray for them which despitefully use you and 
persecute you.’’ Certainly this is doing more than can 
naturally be expected. 


QUESTIONS 


What can be said of the battle of the standpoints? Will the 
battle soon be over? What of the essential and the non-essen- 
tial things? What can be said of the three doctrinal stand- 
points? What of the belief in a personal God? The belief in 
man’s personal responsibility? The belief in man’s personal 
immortality ? What of the one practical standpoint? What is 
the new law of Christ in doing more than is expected of us? 
Give the three planes of living and their relation to this new law. 
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SECTION II 


Vital Questions About God 


Studies 


Who Is Gop? 

Who Is Jesus CuristT? 

Who Is THE HOty Spirit ? 

Wuat Is THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 
WHERE Is THE FINAL AUTHORITY ? 


STUDY V 
WHO IS GOD? 


“*God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him 
in spirit and in truth” (Jesus Christ, John 4: 24). 


The Christian Definition of God.—‘ God is a Spirit, 
infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.’’ 

The Question, Who is God? taken outside the Chris- 
tian definition, is the oldest as well as the newest question 
of the human race. As far back as we can go we find men 
attempting to come into relations with the Deity. The wor- 
ship has been often of the crudest sort; of sticks and stones, 
of animals, of streams, of hills and of the heavenly host. 
But this very universal effort shows that man has a religious 
nature and that he craves the companionship of a Higher 
Power. 

LVo question is of more present interest than this. Other 
things may claim our attention for a while but this is ever- 
lasting. The newest scientific discovery and philosophical 
thought must necessarily explain how they relate themselves 
to the current religious opinions. 

The importance of this matter of God’s relation to man 
cannot be overestimated. For according to the answers 
given men have loved or hated each other. They have lived 
good, true, upright and honest lives, or they have steeped 
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themselves in evil; indulging in every bad passion they 
have become like beasts of the field. They have built up 
or torn down society and the state. They have cultivated 
every grace and lived in brotherly love or they have culti- 
vated hate and offered human sacrifices. 

The difference between races and nations is not so much 
in climate, land or environment as it is in the religion which 
is professed. Christian missionary work has abundantly 
shown that the quickest way to elevate a degraded race is 
to have it accept right ideas of God and to put them into 
practice. 

Wrong Answers.—These lead men far astray. Let us 
consider some of the modern prevalent solutions of our re- 
ligious problems which contain neither comfort nor help. 

God is fate. We are all bound under the chain of ne- 
cessity. There is no such thing as freedom of the will or 
of action. Everything is fixed and determined beforehand. 
God is not an intelligence but an inexorable fate. 

God is a machine God. He is an intelligence. He has 
made the laws by which the universe is governed but He 
cannot or does not choose to interfere with those laws. 
Having wound up the great clock of eternity He has gone 
off and left the universe to itself. 

God is indifferent. He is an intelligence. He governs 
all, sees all but does not care. Said a prominent exponent> 
of this doctrine, not long since, ‘If I should walk out in 
my garden and hear two beetles cursing me or blessing me, 
what would I care?’’ This is the attitude of God to men. 
‘They are beneath His notice. 

God is revengeful. He delights to catch men in fault 
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and to punish them. Clouds and darkness are round about 
His throne. He must be constantly propitiated with sac- 
rifices. 

God is weak. He has brought into existence a universe 
which is beyond Him. He has created a race which has 
got out of His control. 

Such are some of the modern answers which are doing 
infinite harm. 

Test them. Are they workable? Will a man pray to an 
inexorable fate, an indifferent, a revengeful or weak God ? 
No; he wants to keep as far away as he can. Go to the 
man who wants an intelligent outlook upon life—who seeks 
for courage and hope amid many perplexities. Tell him 
that God is fate, or revengeful or weak or that He does not 
care and you strip that man of every particle of hope and 
courage. This is the trouble with many men to-day. 
Amidst a splendid civilization men have lost all real joy in 
life because of their wrong belief about God. Or take a 
tan in great trouble, or a man about to die. Tell him that 
God does not care what becomes of him; he is too small for 
Him to consider when He is so busy making suns and 
worlds. That man turns his face to the wall in infinite 
despair. 

Right Answers.—We turn to our Bible and find that 
here this question, ‘‘ Who is God,’’ receives a full and com- 
plete answer. Here is no indifferent or weak or machine 
or revengeful God. Let it be said before we begin with the 
separate Bible answers that back of all representations of 
God as the Creator, the Preserver, the All-Knowing, the 
All-Powerful One is that He is trying to make man under- 
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stand that He loves and cares for him. The Bible is a love 
story of surpassing interest. ‘‘ For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life ”’ 
(John 3: 16). 

God is a Personal Spirit.—He is an infinite intelli- 
gence, seeing all, knowing all. When God appeared to 
Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3: 14) He gave His 
name as ‘‘I aM,”’ the personal, ever-present, ever-living God. 
Here is a ground of confidence, as God meant it should be. 

‘‘God is a free spirit, greater than the universe. God 
dwells in the universe and is active in the whole of it, but 
is not to be conceived as wholly occupied by it, or exhaust- 
ing His possibilities in conducting its processes. God in 
the universe is not like the life of the tree in the tree which 
does all that it is capable of in making the tree what it is. 
God in the universe is rather like the spirit of a man in his 
body, which is greater than his body, able to direct his 
body, and capable of activities that far transcend the phys- 
ical realm. God is the source of the universe. He isa 
free spirit, personal, self-directed, unexhausted by His pres- 
ent activities.”’ 

God is in and over the Universe.—This is known 
as the immanence and transcendence of God. ‘‘ By the im- 
manence of God is meant that He is everywhere and always 
present in the universe, nowhere absent from it, never sep- 
arated from its life. By His transcendence is meant, not 
(as is sometimes represented) that He is outside and views 
the universe from beyond and above, but that He is not 
shut up in it, not limited by it, not required in His totality 
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to maintain and order it. By both together is meant that 
He is a free spirit, inhabiting the universe but surpassing it 
—immanent as always in the universe, and transcendent 
as always, independent of its limitations and able to-act 
upon it.’’ 

The Attributes of God are: 

Infinity. ‘*God is infinite because no limit can be as- 
signed to His perfections and because He is present every- 
where’? (Ephesians 1:23; Jeremiah 23:24; Psalm 
139: 7-12; Acts 17: 28; Hebrews 13:8; Psalms go: 2; 
102: 25-27; Isaiah 44:63; 57: 15; Revelation 1: 4). 

Jmmutability. This means that there can be no change 
in God’s power, holiness or wisdom (James 1:17; Num- 
bers 23: 19; Malachi 3:6; Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 14: 243 
46 : 9-10). 

Knowledge. God has knowledge of all things (Hebrews 
Aoi; “Psalms! 94+ 93° 139% 12 5 Proverbs: 15% 35 Acts 
a5: 5). 

Will, God does what He does by the self-determining 
power of His will. 

fower. The Bible represents God as able to do every- . 
thing He wills (Genesis 1:3; Psalms 115: 33; 135:63 
Genesis 17: 13; Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 13: 11-12; Mat- 
thew 19: 26). 

ffoliness. This means freedom from all impurity. God 
is represented in the Scriptures as the only being absolutely 
free from moral imperfections (1 Samuel 2: 2; Revelation 
15:4; Psalms 99:9; 111: 9; Habakkuk 1: 13). 

Justice. In God's dealings with His rational creatures 
we conceive of Him as perfectly just. All His laws are 
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holy, just and good (Psalms 7: 8; 97: 2; Genesis 18: 25; 
Job 8:33; Matthew 25 : 31-46). 

Goodness. This includes God's love to men, His mercy, 
benevolence and grace. In Christ we have God’s love for 
sinful men most wonderfully set forth (Ephesians 2: 7 ; 
1 John 4: 7-11). The work of redemption through Christ 
is in order that sin, the cause of so much misery, might be 
destroyed. 

Truth. We believe God to be true because He is really 
that which He has announced Himself to be. He is faith- 
ful and immutable. We can rely upon His word though 
heaven and earth pass away. Our ‘ Lord is a great God ’”’ 
(Psalm 95: 3). 

When all has been said that could be said, when all 
who have studied the earth and the heavens have told their 
stories of the wonders they see, and we have exhausted our 
stock of words, we shall be still far away from rightly rep- 
resenting His glory. 

The Character of God.—The Psalmist when hardest 
pressed by his enemies said, ‘‘O taste and see that the Lord 
is good’’ (34: 8). Men will readily accept the fact of a 
mighty ruling power behind nature, and that that power is 
personal and sees all and knows all. They will believe in 
the reign of law—that every grain of sand, every leaf on a 
tree, every passing cloud are under control and are not 
placed by chance. But what men want to know most of all 
is, ‘‘Is that power good ?’’ Great forces are seen at work 
in this earth, which are not understood. There are mighty 
earthquakes, sweeping hurricanes, destructive cyclones, 
Disasters of all sorts come to men and try them to the utter- 
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most. All these things are not minimized in the Scriptures. 
Man is represented as having a continual struggle. 

The Bible plainly sets it forth that ‘The end is not yet.’ 
Things are in the making. When we see a great building 
going up there is a lot of material lying around. The un- 
finished part is often unsightly. It represents nothing of the 
beauty it will have when completed. This world is in the 
making. Man is in the making—‘ Now we see through a 
glass darkly.’”’ Nations are in the making—the perfect na- 
tion has not yet appeared. The social and industrial 
worlds are in the process of transformation and hence the 
unrest in them. 

God is trying to show us His splendid purposes for the 
world and man—the bringing of them to perfection. Out of 
the little modest single leaved wild rose has come the magnifi- 
cent American beauty rose. Out of the wild sour crab apple 
has come all the big fruit of the modern cultivated apple 
orchards. God in His Word is endeavouring to make us 
understand how good He desires to be to us and that He is 
trying to perfect us for a glorious destiny not only hereafter 
but here. The whole story of Christ is all to this purpose. 

The Care of God.—“ Casting all your care upon Him 
for He careth for you’’ (2 Peter 5: 7). Christ said, ‘‘ Are 
not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall 
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore 
for ye are of more value than many sparrows ’’ (Matthew 
10: 29-31). The Old Testament and the New Testament 
unite in setting forth God’s care and love forman. Wecan 
know God only up to a limited extent in His greatness and 
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majesty but we can know Him very fully in His abounding 
love for us. 

Test These Answers and they show their adaptability 
to man’s needs. 

Take these Scriptural representations of God to a man in 
trouble and present them before him; tell him that God 
cares for and loves him, and if he will turn to Him, he will 
receive comfort and help. Here is just where the Christian 
ranks are recruited and this is the reason why the Bible is 
the greatest and the livest book in the whole world. Men 
find here that which lifts them up from despair and they feel 
that when they pray they are not praying to a blind force 
but to a loving Father. 

How can we best know God? Men have striven in 
various ways to know Him. ‘Through nature, through 
reason and through feeling. They have found partial 
gleams of His glory. But.to know Him in His fullness and 
power we must see Him as He is in the great revelation of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. ‘‘ There are two absolutely essen- 
tial elements in historic Christianity. One is a personal 
God. The other is the incarnation of God in Jesus.”” ‘In 
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by Him; and without 
Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was 
life and the life was the light of men”’ (John 1: 1-4). 
Jesus said, ‘‘ He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father ’’ 
(John 14: 9). 

Nothing can surpass the revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ showing us the infinite tenderness of our Father's 
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heart. Jesus’ mission was to help and to save men. He 
said, ‘*Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 
and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls’’ (Matthew 11: 28-29). 


QUESTIONS 


Give the Christian definition of God. What can be said 
about this question of “* Who is God?” Its oldest and newest 
aspect and its importance. Does it account for the difference 
in races in any measure? What are some of the wrong an- 
swers—about God as fate; a machine ; indifferent ; revengeful ; 
weak? What can be said about the right answers to ‘¢ Who is 
God?’? What can be said about God as a Personal Spirit ; 
God in and over the universe ; the attributes of God (Infinity, 
Immutability, Knowledge, Will, Power, Holiness, Justice, 
Goodness and Truth)? What can be said of the character of 
God? What of His care? How test these answers? 


Stupy VI 
WHO IS JESUS CHRIST? 


*« What think ye of Christ?” (Matthew 22: 42). 


“ Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: who 
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: in whom 
we have redemption through His blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sins; who is the image of the invisible God, the first 
born of every creature: for by Him were all things created, 
that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principali- 
ties or powers: all things were created by Him and for 
Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things 
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the first born from the dead; that in all 
things He might have the preéminence. For it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fullness dwell” (Colossians 
1:12-19). [Paul, the great missionary apostle, has for 
his doctrinal theme, in Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians 
and Philemon, the supremacy of Fesus Christ.] 

“© In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 

“© And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us—and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father—full of grace and truth”? (John 1:14). 


Christ On Earth.—That He was born and lived and 
died in Palestine is now unquestioned. 
That He was a great religious teacher—none greater— 
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and philosopher no one doubts. He takes rank as the high- 
est gifted man that the world has ever seen. As the ages 
come and go the ordinary great man’s fame grows less and 
less but that of Jesus Christ constantly increases. 

Where shall we place Him? Inthe New Testament He 
is called the ‘*Son of Man.’’ Is He only that? He dwelt 
in the flesh. He had a body. He went about as other 
men do. But was He more than man? In the New Testa- 
ment He is also constantly referred to as the ‘Son of God.” 
In a sense all men are the sons of God. But was Jesus 
Christ a manifestation of God as no man can claim to be a 
manifestation of Him? The deity of Christ is the conten- 
tion of the Scriptures and historic Christianity. Without 
this contention Jesus would not have been crucified and 
there would have been no Jewish or Roman persecutions for 
there would have been no ground for such action. 

Three Points in the Career of Jesus Christ are 
considered. ‘The astronomer asks to have given him three 
points in the movement of a star in order that he may calcu- 
late its orbit. In order to answer the question—‘‘ Who is 
Jesus Christ? ’’—the astronomical method is adopted. We 
take three points in the career of the Christ. 


I. Berore He Came 


He was expected as the Son of God, the Messiah and the 
King of Kings. In the Old Testament there is a unique 
body of men known as the Prophets. Such a company of 
men appear in the history and literature of no other race of 
people save that of the Israelitish. They were marvellous 
patriots and moral teachers. They predicted future events 
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about all the nations of their times, besides their own, which 
have been wonderfully fulfilled. Their writings were all 
closed many years before Christ came; yet they drew life- 
like word pictures of how He would appear and what He 
would do when He came to this earth. Their two great 
themes are His coming as the Messianic King and the es- 
tablishment of His kingdom. 

A prophet foretold the place of His birth. ‘* And thou 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah yet out of thee shall come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose going forth has been from old, 
from everlasting’ (Micah 5: 2). 

The prophets predicted the glory, the increase, and the 
everlasting nature of His kingdom. ‘‘ For unto us achild is 
born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no end”? (Isaiah 9: 6, 7). <‘Re- 
joice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem ; behold thy king cometh unto thee . . . and 
His dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the river 
even unto the ends of the earth ”’ (Zechariah 9g: 9, 10). ‘One 
like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven , 
and there was given Him dominion and glory and a king- 
dom that all people and nations and languages should servé 
Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall 
not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed ’’ (Daniel 7: 13, 14). The New Testament writ. 
ers quote over three hundred passages from these prophets, 
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which refer to Christ, His coming and the work which He 
was to do. 

fleathen writers confirm this expectation—so strong had 
the prophets made their case. Suetonius, a Roman his- 
torian, said, ‘‘An ancient and settled persuasion prevailed 
throughout the East, at this time, that the fates had decreed 
some one to proceed from Judea who should attain universal 
empire.’’ Tacitus, another eminent Roman historian, also 
wrote, ‘‘ Many were persuaded that it was contained in the 
ancient books of their priests that, at that very time, the 
East should prevail and that some one should proceed from 
Judzea.’’ 

The character of the kingdom is set forth in Isaiah 11 : 1-10, 
where it is declared that it would be a kingdom of righteous- 
ness and peace and love. This is in sharp contrast to em- 
pires set up by men and founded on force and cruelty. 

The strength of the kingdom is told by Daniel (2: 44), 
where it is declared that it will conquer all others and stand 
forever. 

This universal everlasting kingdom was to come through 
the Israelitish people (Isaiah 2: 3). 

Christ's coming as king of a great spiritual kingdom 
was fully made known and His messengers, the prophets, 
were sent ahead to proclaim Him. So fully do some of 
them, especially Isaiah, describe Him that their prophecies 
almost make us believe that they have seen Him. 


II. Wren He CAaMe 


He was proclaimed as the Son of God, the Messiah and 
the King of Kings. The supremacy of Jesus is no after 
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thought. ‘The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God ; as it is written in the prophets—Behold I send 
My messenger before thy face which shall prepare thy way 
before thee’? (Mark 1: 1-2). ‘No man hath seen God, at 
any time; the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of 
the Father He hath declared Him”’ (John 1 : 18). 

There are three questions which are always asked of any 
person who claims the attention of the world. First—What 
is said of him by others. Second—What does he say of, or 
for, himself? ‘Third—What has he done? 

What did others say of Jesus Christ? We read the story 
in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Paul’s Epistles. Fora 
few instances, consider—_What the wise men said. They 
asked, ‘‘ Where is He that is born king of the Jews; 
for we have seen His star in the East and have come to 
worship Him?’’ (Matthew 2:2). They ‘fell down and 
worshipped Him’’—not His mother (Matthew 2: 11). In 
the vision given to the shepherds, the heavenly host declare, 
‘‘For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour which is Christ the Lord’’ (Luke 2: 11). John the 
Baptist said, ‘‘I saw and bear record that this is the Son 
of God”’ (John 1: 34; compare Matthew 3: 11-17; John 
1: 19-37). Peter said, ‘‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.’’ Thomas said, ‘‘ My Lord and my God.” 

What did Christ say of and for Himself? He claimed 
preéxistence (John 17:5). He declared His equality with 
God and demanded honour, the same as the Father (John 
5: 18-23). He said, ‘I and My Father are one” (John 
to: 30). Again He said that He was to sit on the throne of 
His glory and judge the world (Matthew 25 : 31-32). At His 
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trial in answer to the high priest’s question He asserted that 
He was the Christ, the Son of God (Matthew 26 : 63-66). 
In His last instructions to His disciples He declared His 
omnipotence in the words, ‘ All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth’’ (Matthew 28: 18). Such are a very 
few of the host of the many things Christ said about Him- 
self and His mission. 

What did Christ do? He did many mighty works. He 
appealed to His deeds when messengers came from John— 
‘The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and 
the poor have the Gospel preached to them’’ (Matthew 
II : 4-5). 

He had all power over disease. The physician is glad if 
he can heal the sick after many weary days. But the cures 
of Christ were instantaneous, with a word or a touch. 

He had all power over nature. When a storm arises, 
men have to let it run its course; but Christ rebuked a storm 
on Lake Galilee and at once there was a great calm (Mark 
4: 37-41). 

He had power to raise the dead. “He called back Lazarus 
to life after he had been dead and buried for four days. He 
said, ‘‘I am the resurrection and the life’’ (John 11: 25, 
and 11: 38-44). 

He had power to forgive sins. He said to the man sick 
of the palsy, ‘‘Son, thy sins be forgiven thee’’ (Mark 2: 5) 
but who can forgive sins but God ? 

Jesus appealed to these works when He said—‘‘ Believe 
Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me; or else 
believe Me for the verv works’ sake’’ (John 14: 11). 
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But it is asked—How could Jesus do these works, when, 
by some, they are declared to be against the order of nature ? 
That objection so strongly urged a few years ago is rather 
outworn at the present time. Why? Because those most 
versed in the study of nature declare that they are not near 
so sure as they used to be about unchangeable natural laws. 
The universe is so vast that, with the light that is coming at 
this time, scientific men are loath to say what can and what 
cannot be, or what is possible and what is impossible. 
Christ may have done His great works, which we call mira- 
cles, by a higher law which was as simple in operation to 
Him as what we call a natural law is tous. He always 
made little of His miracles as though they were, as they 
were, easily done. In fact they were always done to relieve 
suffering and to help those in need—never for a mere dis- 
play as marvels. 

The chief work of the Christ is that of Saviour. He is 
our Redeemer. 


III. Sinck He Came 

He has been the rising ruling power as the Son of God, 
the Messiah and the King of Kings. 

His kingdom began to be realized upon the day of Pente- 
cost (Acts 2) when so many thousands were converted. 
Afterwards, as Christ had commanded, it was spread 
through ‘‘all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth’’ (Acts 1:8). What was proclaimed is 
easy to read in the sermons given in the Acts and in the 
Epistles of Paul. There is here no uncertain note as to how 
the Christ was regarded. 
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Because the thousands and tens of thousands of people 
were glad to have a certainty for their religious aspirations 
they flocked to the standard of the cross, and because they 
did believe in the divine Saviour they were greatly com- 
forted. But there came also the severe persecutions which 
tried their faith to the uttermost. The very fact that they 
refused to give up their faith in the face of death, and con- 
tinued to make converts, shows the strength of their belief. 

fle is the coming power in, and over, all civilizations and 
nations. Before Christ came, ‘‘ Each people was to itself a 
divine creation, the offspring of its own gods, guarded by 
them, alone able to worship them; the gods as certainly 
separated from the gods of other peoples as the peoples from 
each other.’’ The religion of a nation was bound up with 
it—when the nation perished the worship of its gods ceased. 
When Assyria and Babylon and Egypt ceased as nations, 
their gods died. Christianity had a great controversy with 
Judaism, in which it was born, but it came out of Judaism, 
and when Israel ceased to be a nation with a place of its 
own, it began a battle with the Roman Empire for its very 
existence. Christ won the Roman Empire after a three 
hundred years’ battle. But when the Roman Empire ceased 
to be, Christianity did not die; it looked for other nations 
to conquer and conquered them. As the prophets had fore- 
told, this was not, as the old heathen religions were, national, 
but one which was to spread over the whole earth. It is 
not dependent upon the life of any nation. Any people, 
which is now counted as Christian, may degenerate and 
cease to hold to their religion, but that will not cause the 
reign of Christ to cease upon earth. He can and will seek 
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new peoples and nations. Christianity has ever refused to 
compromise its principles by lowering its standard to low 
national ideals. The rule which Christ seeks is a spiritual 
one—over all hearts ready to receive Him. ‘* There is one 
banner in all the world that never has been furled and 
never will be furled and that is the banner of the Son of 
God.” 

He 1s the King of the ages. Time which dulls and 
tarnishes the fame of the most eminent men and antiquates 
and destroys institutions and states only makes the glory of 
our Christ shine the brighter. In fact, we count our time 
before He was born, “B. c.’’; and a. D., ‘*In the year of 
our Lord,’’ since He was born. It is for us as if time 
began for us when He was born. All state papers, all news- 
papers, all legal and other documents, all letters, business 
or private, must be dated from and remind us of His 
beginning on this earth. Go now to the cradle of the Christ 
child in the little town of Bethlehem and prophesy, if you 
dare, that in less than two thousand years the world would 
be counting its time from His birth. But the prophets, 
hundreds of years before He was born, dared say even 
greater things of Him. 

He must prevail. This is the universal teaching of the 
Scriptures. Of this there is not a single doubt expressed. 
Heaven and earth may pass away but His words cannot. 
pass away (Mark 13:31). All opposition must go down 
before Him. All sorts of plans for the overthrow of His 
rule have been set on foot, but they have all failed. ‘ For 
He must increase (Isaiah 9:7; John 3:30). He must 
prevail as He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. 
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Thus ts our salvation made sure to us in a Saviour who 
is not only able to lead us as an example and give us good 
instruction, but who is able also to save us here and here- 
after unto the uttermost. 


QUESTIONS 


What can be said of Christ on earth: How does He take 
rank? How shall we place Him? What method is here 
adopted in answering the question: Who is Jesus Christ? 
What can be said of Him: ‘* Before He came”? What can 
be said of the prophets which proclaimed Him? What were 
their two great themes? What did they foretell about His 
birth? What did they predict about the glory and increase of 
His kingdom? How did heathen writers confirm the expecta- 
tion of the coming of His kingdom? What can be said about 
the character, the strength, the universality and the spiritual 
nature of this kingdom? ‘* When He came”: How was He 
proclaimed? What three questions may be asked about Him? 
What did others say about Jesus Christ? What did He say of 
and for Himself? What did He say about His equality with 
God? How did He declare His omnipotence? What did 
Christ do? How did He appeal to His works? What can be 
said of His power over nature, over disease, over death, for the 
forgiveness of sins? How did He accomplish His miracles? 
««Since He came”: How did His kingdom begin to be 
realized ? How is He the rising power in and over all civiliza- 
tions? How is He the King of the ages? How is our salva- 
tion made sure to us? 


Stupy VII 
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 


Fesus said of the Holy Spirit, in His parting words to His dis- 
ciples, ** Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart I will sena 
Him unto you. And wher He is come He will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment ; of sin, 
because they believe not on Me; of righteousness, because I 
go to My Father and ye see Me no more; of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world is judged. IL have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. How- 
beit when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He shall not speak of Himself; but what- 
soever He shall hear that shall He speak; and He will show 
you things to come. He shall glorify Me: for He shall re- 
ceive of Mine and shall show it unto you, All things that 
the Father hath are Mine; therefore said I, that He shall 
take of Mine and shall show it unto you” (John 16: 7-15). 


The Promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit in 
power was given to the disciples in the Scripture quoted 
above. Just before His ascension (Acts 1 ; 2) Jesus renewed 
this promise of power: ‘‘And being assembled together 
with them (the Apostles), commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, saith He, ye hath heard of Me. For John 
truly baptized with water but ye shall be baptized with the 
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Holy Ghost not many days hence. . . . Ye shall re- 
ceive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth’ (Acts 1: 4, 5, 8). 

The Apostles knew the facts about Christ’s life and death 
but something more than a knowledge of facts was needed 
to make them effective preachers and teachers of the Word. 

The Fulfillment of the Promise came very speedily 
and wonderfully in an event which shook the Jewish world 
and which changed the course of human history. ‘The 
mighty and far-reaching effects of the day of Pentecost were 
due not to any human agency but to the supernatural power 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-18, 37-47). We look in vain 
in Peter’s sermon, which is a recital of facts, for anything 
which alone would produce such consequences. 

Not alone upon the day of Pentecost, in one great outburst 
of force, do we see the promise of Christ fulfilled of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, but throughout the New Testa- 
ment we see this marvellous power manifested in making 
known the Saviour to men. We also see it working in great 
revivals at the present time. 

Almost in every chapter of the Acts we find a record 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, showing how vital He was 
in building up the kingdom of Christ (Acts 2: 33, 38; 
4:8, 313 5: 323 6:53 7: 51, 555 8:155 9:17, 31; 10: 
BOR hE 164993 a4 515 18,20 TOG 51091 2, O47 208 
23, 28; 21:11; 28:25). In the Epistles we find many 
references to Him (Romans 5:5; 9:13; 14: £73 15:13, 16; 
1 Corinthians 2:13; 6:19; 12: 3; 2 Corinthians 6:6; 
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13:14; 1 Thessalonians 1: 5,6; 2 Timothy 1:14; Titus 
sioner Peter 14:22). 

All ts done under the direction of the Holy Spirit. We 
calls Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13: 2, 4) to the great first 
missionary work. ‘There are about three hundred references 
to the Holy Spirit in the New Testament. His coming is 
no after-thought, for John, in predicting what Jesus should 
do, declared that He should baptize with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire (Matthew 3: 11). 

He is a Person.—Our Lord referred to Him as a per- 
son. He bade His disciples baptize ‘‘ In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost ’’ (Matthew 
28:19). This has been the faith of the Church from the 
commencement, 

fe is called ‘The Spirit,”’ ‘*The Holy Ghost,’’ ‘« The 
Spirit of God,”’ ‘* The Holy Spirit,’’ and when God speaks, 
«‘My Spirit.’” These titles occur from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. ‘If the Spirit of God, which moved upon the face 
of the waters, which strove with the antediluvians, which 
came upon Moses, which inspired the prophets, is the power 
of God, then the Spirit which came upon the Apostles, 
which Christ promised to send as Comforter and Advocate, 
and to which the instruction, sanctification and guidance of 
the people of God are referred, must also be the power 
of God. But if the Spirit is clearly revealed to be a person 
in the later parts of Scripture, it is plain that the earliér 
portions must be understood in the same way. He seems 
to be equally prominent in all parts of Scripture.”’ 

He is represented as being everywhere present and every- 
where operative. Great prominence is given to His person 
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and work. He is endowed with large gifts and stands in 
multiplied and interesting relations with the people of God. 

This doctrine of the Holy Ghost is fundamental to the 
Gospel as the believer and the Church are dependent upon 
Him for spiritual and eternal life. Christ said, ‘‘ He shall 
glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine and shall show it 
unto you’’ (John 16:14). Wherever the Holy Spirit has 
been received with open hearts and cherished with sincere 
devotion, there Jesus Christ has been best known and fol- 
lowed most closely. 

As Christians we stand in relations to the Holy Spirit 
which we can sustain only to a person. He is the object of 
our faith. We say in our creed, ‘‘ We believe in the Holy 
Ghost.’’ We profess faith in Him in baptism. His name 
is included in the apostolic benediction, ‘‘ The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost be with you all’’ (2 Corinthians 13: 14). 
Jesus counted the sin against the Holy Ghost as the greatest 
which any one could commit. He said, ‘‘ Verily I say unto 
you, all sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never for- 
giveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation’’ (Mark 
2:28 1129): 

His Work.—The Scriptures show that the Holy Spirit is 
the executive of the Godhead. God works through and by 
the Spirit. 

fTe ts active in the external world. ‘*The Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters’’ (Genesis 1: 2). He is 
the source of all life. The intelligence manifested in non- 
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intelligent matter is referred to the omnipresent Spirit of 
God. Of all living creatures the Psalmist says, ‘‘ Thou 
hidest Thy face, they are troubled: Thou takest away their 
breath, they die and return to the dust. Thou sendest 
forth Thy Spirit and they are created: and Thou renewest 
the face of the earth’’ (Psalm 104: 29, 30). He is the 
source of the life of men and of their higher intelligence— 
‘‘The inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understand- 
ing’’ (Job 32: 8). He ‘teacheth us more than the beasts 
of the earth and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven ”’ 
(Job 35:11). 

He is the revealer of divine truth (Micah 3:8; 1 Cor- 
inthians 2: 10). 

He is active in the world outside the Church (John 16: 
8-11). If Christ had remained upon earth in bodily form 
His personal work would have been restricted by the very fact 
of the limitations of His humanity. Coming through the 
Spirit He knows no such limitations. He works, through the 
Spirit, upon the world. Missionaries in far distant heathen 
lands are often surprised to find persons who have had no 
means of knowing the Gospel surprisingly ready for their mes- 
sage. He convicts the world of sin, and of righteousness and 
of judgment. We often see whole communities, seemingly 
Gospel hardened, suddenly turning away from their sins and 
seeking salvation. Great revivals can be explained in no 
other way than that they are the outpourings of the Spirit of 
God—the same as the great one on the day of Pentecost. 

He is active in the Christian Church and amongst indi- 
vidual Christians. He makes them dissatisfied with their 
words and works when they are not living near to Him. He 
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convicts them of their unfaithfulness and urges them to 
greater diligence and to more Christlike lives. 

He incites believers in Christ to work earnestly for the 
conversion of the world. He calls men to-day for mission- 
ary enterprises, and they heed the call, as much as He did 
when He said, ‘‘Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them’’ (Acts 13: 2). 

His Power.—He is the strength of God. The promise 
to the Apostles was that they should receive power (Acts 
1:8). Power is what all men of all sorts and conditions are 
seeking to-day, although they may not be seeking that which 
comes through the Holy Spirit. They seek it through ma- 
terial sources to raise themselves up to a higher plane and to 
rule over their, fellow men. They fight with each other for 
place and position. The result is often great hatred and 
bitterness of spirit. 

The power of the Holy Spirit ts exerted to have men love 
God and love each other and to promote harmony and peace 
upon earth. All this that there might be no hatreds or bit- 
ternesses of heart, that every man might have a fair and just 
share of the things of this earth and that he might live in 
peace and harmony with his fellow men. The condition of 
things, or anything approaching it, described as taking place 
at the time of Pentecost, can only be possible when men 
have this power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 44-47). 

The power of the Holy Spirit sustains men under great 
trials (Acts 4:13; 7: 55-60). Paul and Silas, put in 
prison, after being beaten, sang praises to God (Acts 
16: 22-31). Men sustained by the invisible Holy Spirit— 
feeling His strength in their souls—have been able to endure 
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any burden that might be placed upon them. He is ‘‘ The 
Comforter.’’ ‘‘Speak to Him for He hears; for closer is 
He than breathing and nearer than hands or feet.” 

This power is invisible. But the greatest forces in nature 
are not those which are seen. We behold the manifesta- 
tions of the unseen gravity and the centrifugal and centrip- 
etal forces which exert such an influence on this earth, but 
we never see the forces themselves. We never perceive 
with material eyes, or feel with our hands, the Holy Spirit 
who is so mighty in His actions. But the fact that He is 
an invisible Spirit makes it possible for us to know Him the 
better; for man is an invisible spirit and ‘only spirit with 
spirit can meet.’’ Man really is made or unmade, exalted 
or depressed, not so much, after all, by material things as 
he is by the condition of the spiritual life within him. If 
the spirit is not right in man, no wealth of outward things 
will help him. If the spirit in man is right with God and 
his fellow men, then all will be well with him, although his 
outward circumstances may be all wrong. To get right 
with God should be the first business of every man. ‘The 
Holy Spirit dwells in those who will receive Him with the 
quickening of a new and divine life. They are united with 
God the Father and Christ the Son. They enter com- 
munion with God and each other. Their outlook is 
changed. The world to them becomes a new world. 

Conditions of receiving this power. We are told in 
Acts 1:13, 14 that the disciples, after the ascension of 
Jesus, returned to Jerusalem and, assembled in an upper 
room, they ‘continued, with one accord, in prayer and 
supplication.’’ If the Church would receive the Holy 
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Ghost to any marked extent it must follow this rule. There 
must be a harmony of sentiment and a union of purpose. 
The Church works with unanimity about many other things 
and gets the results but not its upbuilding in spiritual mat- 
ters. For its spiritual upbuilding it must unite in prayer 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. For the individual or the 
Church the results are absolutely certain for those who pray 
earnestly and wait expectantly for the entrance of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The effects of this power. The Holy Spirit, revealing 
the Christ, is the regenerating force in the world. What- 
ever good is brought to pass; whatever reforms may be in- 
augurated come, after all, through Him. Whatever lifts 
man above the beasts of the field in their desires and ac- 
tions is due to His gracious influence. He shows the awful 
nature of sin that would strip a man of his manhood and 
honours and cast him into the gutter. He reveals the glory 
and goodness of God. He gives strength to overcome 
temptations. He gives courage to face the most difficult 
situations with which a man may be confronted. He im- 
parts faith to believe in and to follow the Christ in thought, 
in word and in deed. Whatever real, abiding, heartfelt joy 
there is anywhere, that has no after-sting in it, as does much 
of purely earthly joy, comes from His indwelling and abid- 
ing presence. Therefore He should most earnestly be 
prayed to, to take up His abode in our hearts. 


QUESTIONS 


What did Jesus say of the work of the Holy Spirit in His 
parting words to His disciples? When and where did He re- 
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new the promise of the coming of this Spirit? How was this 
promise fulfilled? What can be said of the Holy Spirit as a 
person? What names are His in the Scriptures? How is this 
doctrine fundamental to the Gospel and the believer? What 
can be said of His work—in the external world and as a re- 
vealer of divine truth? How is He active outside of and in the 
Church? How does He incite and call men to His work? 
What can be said of His power? How is it exerted? How 
does it sustain men? What can be said of its invisibility? 
What are the conditions of receiving th’s power? What are its 
effects ? 


STUDY VIII 
WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD? 


“© Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven ’’ (Matthew 6: 9, 10). 


“© The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took and sowed in his field. Which indeed is 
the least of all seeds : but when it is grown it is the greatest 
among herbs, and becometh a tree so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof’? (Matthew 


135.335 32)- 

In the Old Testament the prophets have two themes 
that they consistently and constantly talk about and these 
are, The Messianic King and Kingdom (lsaiah 9, 11, 60, 
61; Daniel 2: 44). They seem to live, sometimes, in an 
entirely different world from their own. Of the coming 
glory of this king and kingdom they have not the slightest 
doubt. The Psalmist catches their spirit most admirably in 
the second Psalm where he says, ‘‘ Why do the heathen rage 
and the people imagine a vain thing? ‘The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together 
against the Lord and against His anointed, saying, let us 
break their bands asunder and cast away their cords from 
us.’” Then he goes on to show the utter futility of any op- 
position, in the end, to the advancement of the Messianic 
King and Kingdom. ‘Ask of Me and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the 
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earth for thy possession.’’ Great ideals are held up and 
the coming glory is pictured in the most glowing terms. 

In the New Testament we have a collection of books 
which came into existence because of the beginning of this 
Messianic Kingdom on earth. These books commence with 
the announcement that the long expected Messianic King 
has arrived. There would have been no New Testament 
without Him. We look into its pages to see what were His 
thoughts and ideals. He spoke much about ‘ His king- 
dom,’’ the ‘‘ Kingdom of Heaven ”’ and the ‘‘ Kingdom of 
God.’ He sought to explain what the kingdom was like 
(Matthew 13); the principles (Matthew 5-7) in the ‘ Ser- 
mon on the Mount’’ ; the conditions of entrance (Matthew 
25); that He was to be the final judge (Matthew 25 : 31, 
32); and that all power was given to Him in heaven and in 
earth (Matthew 28 : 18). 

Five Conceptions of the Kingdom of God.—With 
the Messianic Kingdom, just described, and which is the 
most prominent, there are five conceptions of this kingdom 
set forth in the Bible. 

I. The reign of God over all creatures, ‘‘ Natural 
Law.’’ He is represented as the Creator (Genesis 1) and 
Preserver of all things; the earth, the hosts of heaven and 
every living thing (Job 38; Psalm 24:1). ‘‘ The heavens 
declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth His 
handiwork ”’ (Psalm 19). ; 

2. The reign of God over men and nations—Moral 
Governor. The prophets do not confine themselves simply 
to calling Israel to account when she goes wrong, but they 
are just as strenuous about other nations—see, for example, 
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Isaiah’s (13-27) and Jeremiah’s (46-51) predictions about 
foreign nations. He is the supreme God over all peoples 
and tongues; this is the universal Scriptural claim (Psalms 
47:73 103: 19-22; 104: 4; Isaiah 37: 16; 1 Chron- 
icles 29: II). 

3. Thereign of God over Israe/—National God. ‘For 
thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and the 
Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto Him- 
self, above ali the nations that are upon the earth’’ (Deuteron- 
omy 14: 2). The promise to Abraham, ‘‘I will make of 
thee a great nation ’’ (Genesis 12: 2), was literally fulfilled 
in Israel. The smallest amongst the great nations, it out- 
lasted them all. 

4. The reign of God as divine Love over human hearts, 
believing in Him and constrained thereby to yield Him 
grateful affection and devoted love—Messianic Kingdom. 
The special mission of the Messianic King was to inaugurate 
and forward this reign of divine Love. It was conceived in 
love (John 3: 16) and its two great commandments are 
based on love to God and man (Matthew 22 : 36-40). 

5. The reign of Christ in judgment and glory hereafter. 
The Bible clearly teaches that Christ will come again (Acts 
1:11). Christ declared that ‘¢ When the Son of Man shall 
come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then 
shall He sit upon the throne of His glory’ (Matthew 25: 
31-46). He shall come to separate the righteous from the 
wicked and to claim His eternal kingdom. 

The Founder and Foundation of the Messianic 
Kingdom.—We look back to the beginning of every king- 
dom and ask, How did it begin? Why did it come into 


76 Bible Studies in Vital Questions 


existence? What are its principles? We find almost uni- 
versally, no matter how good the ideals may be, that men, 
in order to establish a new order of things, take up the 
sword and the appeal is to force. It is, at last, might 
which makes right. The ancient and the modern nations 
stand upon what they have forced. The state exists for 
those who govern. 

Jesus came with a new principle. THe had for His ideal 
that of service and in order to place it before men and to 
build upon it He was willing to suffer Himself rather than 
to make others suffer. His thought was that the strong 
ought to help the weak. If any man would be great among 
you, let him be your servant, was His dictum. Here isa 
leaven which has found difficulty in working itself out 
amongst men. 

The founder. Jesus did not come simply as the Messi 
anic King to the Jews but to all peoples. He came to con- 
quer by the might of love and truth. He is the light not 
only of Judah but of the world (Matthew 28: 19), the 
Saviour not to be superseded but to remain the eternal 
Christ. He came out of one nation but He is too great for 
any one nation. When the Jews would have made Him king, 
He refused because His kingdom was not of their world. 
The Jews because of His very largeness were disappointed. 
Some expected a Political Messiah, who would throw off the 
galling Roman yoke and make them world conquerors. 
Some expected a Legal Messiah who would bind the rules 
of their law more closely about the necks of the people. 
Others expected an Austere Messiah who would proclaim 
‘‘ Awful Tidings”’ rather than ‘‘Glad Tidings’’ and who 
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would break up and tear down and overthrow everything 
not Jewish. He, the founder of a magnificent new order of 
things, would have made the Jewish nation the carrier of His 
good news to all mankind but it was not large enough in its 
conceptions to see the greatness of His mission. 

He claimed to be the Messianic King for all (Matthew 
TY t 27—30'; 251-31, 325 20: 18+205° John'8 125 14:6; 
9). He is called the Son of Man (John 5: 27; 6: 27). 
As such He stands in a relation of solidarity and sympathy 
with the whole human race. The nations of the earth have 
for their symbols birds and beasts of prey, the lion, the 
eagle, the bear, but the symbol of the Messianic Kingdom is 
that of a suffering and triumphant man. 

He is called the Son of God. He was announced; He 
was baptized and did His work as the Son of God—the 
King of Glory (Luke 1: 35-41; John 1: 49; Matthew 3: 
£6,/47; 16: 16,17 5) John 142 7). 

The foundation. ‘‘¥For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’’ (1 Corin- 
thians 3: 11). 

Ideals and Doctrines.—Every institution and nation 
have things for which they stand. The ideals of the 
Messianic Kingdom are concerned principally with four 
subjects : 

God. ‘The idea of the kingdom of God was no new 
idea; it came over from the prophets, and formed an ele- 
ment in the Hebrew hope. To Jesus the kingdom was no 
national organization, no political institution; it was the 
spiritual reign of God in the actual life of men. Nega- 
tively, it involved the deliverance of men from sin; posi- 
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tively, the doing by men of the will of God. The peculi- 
arity of Jesus, with respect to the kingdom of God, was 
that He recognized the king as Father and the Father as 
king. To Him the spirit of the kingdom was no other than 
the filial spirit, and the reign of God is simply God’s rule 
over His family. To bring such a reign of God, Christ had 
come; to make known God’s will, to reveal and impart 
His grace, to bring men home to Him, and to give such in- 
fluence and inspiration of new life that men should cease 
from sin and live the holy life in divine fellowship.’”? In 
the Old Testament, God, in a certain sense, has been shown 
as a national God but now He has come forth to visit all 
His children with gracious compassion (John 4: 23, 24). 

Man. We are apt to look upon a man as worth some- 
thing when he has a place and position in the world, but 
Jesus looked upon a man stripped of goods and character, 
and pronounced him worth saving (Luke 19: 10). ‘On the 
other hand no amount of wealth which a man could ac- 
cumulate would compensate for the loss of his soul (Mark 
8: 36). There is a philosophy that teaches the insignifi- 
cance of man in his place in nature but Christ ever upheld 
his worth and dignity (Matthew 6 : 25-34). 

Sin, to Christ, was something awful. It burned and 
blistered a man’s soul. It separated him from the things 
most worth while. Its effects were not only manifest in this 
world but in the world tocome. He used strong language 
in regard to it. He said it was better to pluck out the right 
eye and to cut off the right hand, if they offended in sin, 
rather than that the whole body should be cast into hell 
(Matthew 5: 29, 30). For the sinner Jesus had the utmost 
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compassion and love. He believed in the redeemableness 
of man. For this cause came He into the world (Luke 
15: I-24). 

Righteousness. Christ’s aim in the kingdom is the per- 
fection of motive and character; that through right princi- 
ples of thought and action man becomes self-legislative. 
He had positive ideas of righteousness. He clashed with 
the Pharisees of His time and of all time on the insufficiency 
of the external observance of the law. He accused them of 
being clean outside while within their hearts were full of 
evil. He declared that for a man to be righteous his heart 
must be clean (Matthew 15: 1-20). 

Conditions of Entrance.—/uaith. Belief in the things 
which Christ taught and did. No man can enter this 
kingdom without this giving in of his allegiance. Again 
and again does He make His healing and acquaintance de- 
pend upon faith. ‘According to your faith be it unto 
you,’’ as though nothing could be done without it (Luke 
5:20; 7:50; 17:19; Galatians 3: 24). 

Repentance must be coupled with faith (Mark 1: 15; 
Luke 7:50; 13: 3-5). 

Citizenship is greatly to be desired for there are many 
and important benefits to be derived by those who attain 
this end. 

A new principle of divine rule is dominant in the hearts 
of men who seek this citizenship. They are helped by a 
spirit of power beyond their own (John 3: 1-21). They 
receive new and larger views of life. ‘‘ Everything is looked 
at in the light of the spiritual and eternal.’’ It is something 
vital, inward and uplifting. It applies not only to the in- 
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ward but also to the outward life. It glorifies not only the 
individual but the family, the social life and the state. 

A new sphere of privilege and blessing is entered through 
this citizenship. Here the disciple receives the forgiveness 
of his sins, attains the satisfaction of his spiritual wants, is 
filled with righteousness and inherits the felicity of the 
eternal life. But no man can stand on the outside and get 
these things; he must enter in through a desire (Matthew 
5: 6-10; 6:13; 19: 29; 25: 34-46; Luke 4:18; John 
6:27; 10:28). Here is the highest good for man, the 
good to be desired above all others and for which everything 
else should be sacrificed (Matthew 6: 19-34). Here are 
lessons from the parables of the ‘‘ Hid Treasure’’ and the 
‘‘ Pearl of Great Price,’’ where men spent all to gain that 
which they desired the most. 

In building up His kingdom Jesus did not make the mis- 
take, where the mistake is usually made, in writing a con- 
stitution for a new state in that everything is sought to be 
governed by rigid laws which deal only with external things. 
His preaching and teaching were to the effect that before 
much can be done with the outside the hearts of men must 
be changed. It is not the change in the form of the insti- 
tution that will help very much. Make the hearts of men 
right and the’institutions will take care of themselves. We 
see, in carrying out this principle, why Christ seemed to 
pay so little attention to governmental abuses in His day. 
He was engaged in a far higher and more effective work 
with the spiritual nature of man—not but what He could 
handle these abuses, when occasion arose, as He did in 
driving the traders out of the temple. 
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The Extent and Fate of the Kingdom.—It is not 
easy to forecast the future. There is a certain pessimistic 
view prevalent about the progress of the kingdom. After 
so glorious a past are we now to see a decline? If we 
study our New Testament carefully we find no such pessi- 
mism there. Theresultissure. The ultimate triumph is cer- 
tain. There is not the shadow of a doubt of the glorious con- 
summation of Christ’s rule and reign. But it is not predicted 
that the rate of progress will be even. It is true that there 
will be backward steps. But in the end Christ will triumph. 

There are two ways of advance shown : first by slow growth 
as set forth-in the Parable of the Mustard Seed, in which 
a gradual and sure increase is shown; second by catas- 
trophe as set forth in Christ’s predictions concerning perse- 
cutions which should come upon His followers and the woes 
attending the destruction of Jerusalem. 

The early Christians were greatly alarmed when the 
persecutions broke out which destroyed so many thou- 
sands. John wrote the book of Revelation to reassure 
them. Here the theme is that nothing can, in the end, 
withstand the might of the kingdom of Christ. 

Three things are predicted, in the Bible, about the extent 
and fate of the kingdom. 

I. That it will be progressive. Isaiah said, hundreds 
of years before Christ was born, ‘‘ Of the increase of His_ 
government and peace there shall be no end ’”’ (Isaiah 9 :'7). 
John the Baptist said, ‘‘ He must increase’’ (John 3: 30). 
Christ never expressed a doubt as to the great success of 
His cause. He prepared for large things (Matthew 28 : 19; 
Acts 1: 8). 
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2. That it will be universal. Ue claimed the world for 
His field. He attached His religion to no nation or people. 
One of the first things that the Lord did was to sever it 
from Judaism (Acts ro, 11, 15). That controversy looms 
large in some of the Epistles. It refused to compromise 
with the mighty Roman Empire; it looked beyond to na- 
tions yet unborn. But all this was prophesied by Zechariah 
long ago (9: 10). 

3. That it will be everlasting. Every other kingdom 
must pass away, but this one shall endure forever. ‘‘ His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass 
away’? (Daniel 7:13, 14). ‘*I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, which was, and which is to come’’ (Revelation 
Sasay ee 


QUESTIONS 


What is said of the Messianic Kingdom in the Old Testa- 
ment ; in the New Testament? Give the five conceptions of 
the kingdom of God and how they differ from each other. 
What can be said of the appeal, the founder and the founda- 
tion of the Messianic Kingdom? What are the ideals and doc- 
trines; God, man, sin and righteousness? What are the con- 
ditions of entrance? What can be said of the citizenship ? 
What three things can be said of the extent and fate of the 
kingdom? 


StTupy IX 
WHERE IS THE FINAL AUTHORITY? 


Jesus “taught . . . asone that had authority and not as 
the scribes”? (Mark 1: 22). 


He said, ** All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth” 
(Matthew 28: 18). 


Where is the Supreme Authority in Religion ?>— 
The importance of this inquiry cannot be overestimated. 
Scarcely a month passes without some new prophet comes 
forward with a different cult. All this is in answer to 
whole companies of men and women who are out in search 
of something newer or more positive or easier—in regard to 
morals—in religious matters. The sanction of religion is 
sought for all sorts of beliefs and practices. 

The very avidity of man, however, to seize upon every- 
thing that makes for religious certainty, or promises it, 
shows the strength of his spiritual nature. The evils also 
of the sects indicate the fertility of the soil in which they 
grow. 

The great question, that will not be put down or out and » 
persists under all circumstances, in all races and at all times, 
is, Has God spoken to man? If so, Where, when, in whom, 
by what means and at what length? Also with what 
finality has He made His will known ? 
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How Can We Know God ?—TZhe Bible invites the 
most searching inguiry in regard to its claim to be the book 
which, above all others, reveals God and tells where, in 
whom, when, by what means and with what finality God 
has spoken. The world is not what it was a hundred, or a 
thousand or two thousand years ago. ‘There has been a 
great widening of our knowledge and improvement in our 
methods of research, but the challenge of the Scriptures 
still stands. 

What is back of the Bible? There is here in this book 
no argument for the being of God or His attributes. They 
are asserted and written about as already existing but 
revealed through the Bible as the glory of the heavenly 
bodies is revealed through a big telescope. But in order to 
see through the telescope and appreciate the magnificence 
shown, man must have an eye to see and a brain to appre- 
ciate what he sees. Men without the telescope see certain 
natural beauties in the heavens—likewise men without the 
revelation, given in the Bible, see and understand some- 
thing of God and His attributes. 

The innate idea of God is that it is a part of our mental 
furnishing. ‘The thought is that in every human being there 
is a consciousness of some sort of a Supreme Being above 
him to whom he is responsible and upon whom he is 
dependent. This is sometimes quite clear, at others very 
much obscured. The prophets appealed to this thought 
when they addressed their admonitions to heathen nations. 
Paul clearly brings this out in his sermon at Athens, on 
Mars’ hill, upon “* The Unknown God”? (Acts 17: 22-31). 
Christian missionaries, in all ages, have appealed in making 
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their mission known to this innate idea of God, even as Paul 
did. There may be those who deny this innate idea of 
God, as a blind man may deny the reality of light or a deaf 
man that there is such a thing as sound, but these excep- 
tions only prove the rule which is that there is a universal 
consciousness of God. 

Attempts to Find the Final Authority Outside 
the Bible.—JZz Mature. Without a revelation men began 
here their search for finality in religious matters. The most 
savage as well as the most cultivated peoples were nature 
worshippers. ‘They peopled the air, the earth, the sea with 
gods and goddesses. Every tree had its sprite and every 
mountain its protecting genius. The storm was a god in 
anger. ‘The flight of birds was observed and the entrails of 
animals were examined for good and bad omens to see 
whether the gods were propitious or unpropitious for certain 
enterprises about to be undertaken. ‘The origin of human 
sacrifices, horrible as it is to us, arose from the desire to 
offer to these nature gods the dearest and most precious 
things. The otherwise cultivated Assyrians, the Baby- 
lonians, the Greeks, and the Romans were nature wor- 
shippers. Beginning with the loftiest purpose they were 
degraded to the level of the things they set before them- 
selves. ‘Professing to be wise they became fools and 
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds and to four 
footed beasts, and to creeping things. Wherefore God gave 
them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts ’’ (Romans 1 : 22-32). 

Through Reason. It was perceived by keen observers 
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that men were degrading themselves through nature worship. 
Nature herself was seen to be under law and the control of 
higher forces; hence arose the reasoner, or philosopher, 
who attempted to lead man along intellectual paths to God. 
This at first seemed an easy task but in reality nothing is 
more difficult. To reason a thing out to a right conclusion 
it is necessary to be in command of all the facts pertaining 
to that particular thing. As the facts of nature were im- 
perfectly known and the laws which govern mental proc- 
esses were imperfectly understood the reasoner was so 
handicapped that he had to come to unstable conclusions. 
Hence arose many systems of philosophy, each claiming a 
different thought of God because each argued from different 
premises or viewed the same facts differently. This inability 
to get at all the facts in the case, in order to draw right con- 
clusions, is the cause of frequent and radical changes of the 
theories of science and philosophy. New facts are dis- 
covered which so materially alter the old conclusions that 
the theories must be changed. If the reasoner could have 
all the facts before him and could see them in the exact 
relations they sustain to each other, then his conclusion 
must be right; but humanly speaking this is an impossible 
state of things. Yet reason is an instrument which is of 
great use in the search for truth. 

Through Feeling. Men have had the thought that they 
could know God immediately when they reached a certain 
degree of feeling, or religious ecstasy. A state of mind in 
which the mind is, as it were, freed from or raised above 
the body where visions are seen and there is an exaltation 
not otherwise experienced. The North American Indian 
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Medicine Men, the African Fetish Men, the Mohammedan 
Whirling Dervishes believe in working themselves up in a 
perfect frenzy of feeling in order that they may come into a 
close communion with their gods. Men have denied the 
body. They have hid themselves away in deserts and in 
dens and caves of the earth. They have starved. Every- 
thing has been done to release the spirit in man, to feel after 
God. But how often has it all failed. In these attempted 
exalted times men have drawn away from God as well as 
drawn to Him. Yet feeling has its place in religion and a 
large one. 

These attempts to find God show the strength of the 
spiritual impulses in man, ‘They will not be denied even 
where there is no open revelation of God. 

The Final Authority that Is in the Bible.—There 
must be a finality somewhere. With all the natural desire 
for communion and fellowship with God; with all the hope 
for a happy state hereafter; with all the dread of punish- 
ment for evil deeds; there must be some way of getting 
right with Him. How and where has He revealed Him- 
self and spoken in no uncertain tones of His will in regard 
to man; what he shall and what he shall not believe and 
do? It is held that we have this revelation of God in the 
Bible. That it is progressive. That God in its pages has 
gradually, as they were able to bear it, shown Himself to, 
men. Men have here, it is thought, recorded the things 
revealed to them by the Supreme Arbiter of the universe. 
Here is not a revelation of one or two years but an historical 
account of the long past of God’s dealings with the earth 
and man. He is above and controls nature; hence not 
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nature but the maker of nature is to be worshipped 
(Psalm 19). He made all things and hence He alone is in 
possession of all the facts and can alone know the reason 
for them (Job 38-41). He as the Maker of man alone 
knows how man ought to and can come into fellowship with 
Him. Here, it is claimed, is shown what God approves 
and what He disapproves. The nature of sin and its con- 
sequences are here worked out so he that runs may read. 
The beauty of holiness and the attractiveness of righteous- 
ness are here set forth. 

The Supreme Authority that is Vested in Jesus 
Christ——The end towards which the Bible works is the 
final revelation in our Lord. ‘In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God ”’ 
(John 1: 1). 

“¢ There must come some one who should perfectly satisfy 
all the demands of the true religion so as to become the 
center from which all its forces should operate. Unless 
there shall first come some one who shall transfigure this 
religion into its purest form, it will never be perfected and 
its kingdom will never come. But He will and must come 
for otherwise the religion which demands Him would be 
false. He is the first true king of the true community of the 
true God, and as nothing can be conceived as supplanting 
Him, He will reign forever with irresistible power.” 

The book of Mark, claimed by many to be the earliest 
written Gospel, sets forth the authority of the Christ in no 
uncertain way, as does the whole New Testament, but we 
give here the testimony of Mark. In Christ is vested 
supreme authority to teach (Mark 1: 22); to cast out evil 
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spirits (1: 27); to forgive sins (2: 6, 10); to heal disease 
(1: 34, 40); toordain men to teach and to preach (3 : 13,15); 
he shows the power of His authority (3: 22-28); the 
growth of His authority (4: 30-32); He has authority over 
nature (4: 37-41); He has authority to raise the dead 
(5 : 35-43) 3 mighty works of authority show forth through 
Him (6: 14, 56); the question of Christ’s authority (9: 7); 
who is He? (8:29); His authority over the future 
(9 : 38-50; 13); exaltation of His authority (11: 9, 10); 
delegation of authority (13: 34-37); attempt to break the 
authority of the Christ (14: 1-59); victory for the authority 
of the Christ (16). 

We know God in Jesus Christ. We study His words 
and works. We enter into fellowship with Him and He 
reveals the Father to us. Philip said to Jesus, ‘‘Show us 
the Father and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known 
Me, Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father’”’ 
(John 14: 8, 9). 

The Christian Church Oniversal \ooks up to Him as the 
supreme authority in religious matters. The different 
branches of this church vary quite materially in forms of 
government and in doctrines but they all agree in the set- 
ting forth of His exalted and final rule over them in all 
things. 

All things are brought into harmony by the acceptance 
of the authority of the Christ. He pleases our outlook over 
nature. Our reason approves of Him. With Him we enter 
into communion with God which satisfies our deepest feel- 
ings. In Him alone can we find the key to the puzzle of 


go Bible Studies in Vital Questions 


our lives. His exaltation can alone solve our perplexing 
national, social and race problems (Galatians 3 : 23-29). 


QUESTIONS 


Where is the supreme authority in religion? What can be 
said of the importance of this inquiry?) Why will not this ques- 
tion be put down? How can we know God? Does the Bible 
invite inquiry? What is back of the Bible? What can be said 
of the thought of God as innate? What can be said of the at- 
tempts, outside the Bible, to find the final authority? In na- 
ture? In reason? In feeling? What can be said about the 
final authority in the Bible? In Jesus Christ? Give the texts 
in Mark which set forth His authority? How can we know 
God in Jesus Christ? What is the testimony of the Christian 
Church Universal? How ate all things brought into har- 
mony by the acceptance of His authority ? 


SECTION IIl 


Vital Questions About Man 


Studies 


Is Man MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD? 
How Has Man SINNED ? 

How Is MAN REDEEMED ? 

WuatT ARE MANHOOD ESSENTIALS ? 
Is MAn PERSONALLY IMMORTAL ? 


STUDY X 
IS MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD? 


“© God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him; male and female created He them”? 
(Genesis 1: 26, 27). 

* And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became 
a living soul”? (Genesis 2: 7). 

“What is man that Thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him a 
little lower than the angels and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour”? (Psalm 8: 4, 5). 


What Is Man?—Every man ought to ask and try to 
answer for himself the questions: What am I? Whence do 
Icome? For what purpose am I here? What are my own 
particular opportunities and possibilities? What have I to 
work with? How far am I responsible? What are my ob- 
ligations to God and my fellow men? What is my destiny? 
if God made man in His image, man has a large place to 
fill. 

Did God Make Men in His Own Image ?—The best 
things bear a stamp of mastery. ‘The finest works of litera- 
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ture and art show very plainly the genius which created 
them. 

The best men bear the stamp of their Maker. Abraham, 
Isaac, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Peter, Paul and a whole host 
of Scripture worthies reveal the godlike character of their 
origin. There are noble souls everywhere, in every walk 
and rank of life, of whom we have no need that any one 
should tell us that they were made in the image of God. 

Did God make the worst of men? ‘The thief, the gam- 
bler, the roué and the degraded races of men? It is an easy 
proposition to show God as the creator of the best of men 
but it is not so easy to see how the worst of men can bear 
His stamp. Some illustrations may help in the understand- 
ing of this matter. In the city of Rome, in one of the larger 
churches, there is a statue of Moses made by Michael 
Angelo. It is a sitting figure of heroic size, and a master- 
piece. It reveals the genius of its maker. Suppose now 
some one should come up to this statue and break upon it a 
quart bottle of ink ; and then should take a sledge-hammer 
and knock it into small pieces. There upon the floor are 
the broken and blackened fragments of this once wonderful 
masterpiece. Can any resemblance be found between them 
and their former beautiful form? So the Bible representa- 
tion is that man stained and broken by sin bears little rela- 
tion to his former beauty as he was made in the image of 
God. One of the most degraded tramps in the city of Chi- 
cago was discovered to have been a first class honour man 
in a great Eastern university ; his sins had broken and black- 
ened him. 

The work of every church and missionary society is car: 
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ried on because of the Christian belief that, while the image 
of God has been degraded and even broken in man, it may 
be restored. Charles Darwin once sent to the London 
Missionary Society a check for one hundred pounds because 
of its magnificent work in restoring to the image of God 
numbers of the inhabitants of the island of Terra Del Fuego ; 
which inhabitants he had declared to be the most degraded 
of the human race, when he visited their land. 

Of What Material Did God Make Man ?—Mazn ts 
earth-born. No lowlier or humbler origin could be given 
than that which the Bible ascribes to man on his physical 
side. ‘And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground ’’ (Genesis 2: 7). Man is of the same source as the 
brute creation; bone of bone, muscle of muscle, blood ves- 
sel of blood vessel and nerve of nerve. In many respects 
he is somewhat far down in the scale. In weight and 
strength, the horse, the bullock, the elephant, the tiger, the 
lion, all outmatch him. In swiftness of foot the common 
dog runs circles around him. In acuteness of hearing and 
in keenness of vision man is hopelessly outmatched. 

This is only one side of man; but the side which has been 
made so much of to man’s detriment. For there are those 
who say, If he is an animal, let him live like one. It is too 
often forgotten that man is two-sided and that the animal 
side is the lesser one. 
| Man ts heaven-born or God-born. No higher origin 
could be given than that which the Bible ascribes to man 
on the mental and spiritual side. ‘And the Lord God 
. . . breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and 
man became a living soul’’ (Genesis 2: 7). It is here that 


96 Bible Studies in Vital Questions 


he bears the image of God and is promised dominion over 
the earth (Genesis 1: 26). A great artist will take a bit of 
canvas and paint, worth in themselves not over five dollars, 
and, by his genius, will achieve a painting worth a hundred 
thousand dollars. God took a bit of clay and endowed it 
with His life and there was an immediate enormous rise in 
its value, in the life of aman. Now the physical becomes 
the instrument of the spiritual and man begins to be and to 
do that which was impossible to him before. 

He is now stronger than any animal, He is the master 
who goes to the earth and digs out of it the iron with which 
he fashions himself huge engines and leviathans of ships ; 
and now no animal on land or huge fish of the sea is so 
strong or as swift as he. 

He is keener of vision. He goes to the desert and, tak- 
ing a handful of sand, he places it in a crucible, melts it, 
and forms a lense with which he can see the distant stars. 
No eye, in any animal, can hope to equal this man-made 
means of distant sight. 

fTe increases his hearing so that sounds made hundreds 
of miles away appear as if spoken only at a distance of a 
few feet. The process is simple as he had but to take some 
iron wire, charge it with an electric current, connect it up 
with some flat disks and the thing is accomplished, so far as 
the means are concerned. 

He has dominion through being God-born. ‘‘ He bores 
mountains, tames rivers and sends his winged palaces 
through the storms of the sea. He preserves his food in 
packets, his voice in disks, and his thoughts in books. He 
gives sleep to pain. He multiplies the petals of the rose, 
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increases the apple and the peach, squeezes the rocks and 
from their oil, and the residue, produces perfumes and col- 
ours to delight the sense and medicines to still the heart. 
He has found one crystal through which he can see the faces 
of the stars and another at which he can be present at the 
loves and wars of the microbes. He has listened at the 
doors of life and he has surprised the secrets of the workshop 
of nature.”’ 

He can hold speech with Almighty God. For to Him he 
has been given free access through his birthright. 

To every man ts given the choice as to which side of his 
nature he will cultivate—the earth or the heaven-born. If 
he chooses the first he sinks below the level of the brute. 
If he chooses the second there are no heights by which he is 
limited on his upward way. 

What Is Man’s Destiny P—No one can answer this 
question. What wonders await a race of men, working per- 
fectly with God on this earth, are beyond computation. 
Most races working up to a certain point do well, and then, 
infatuated by their own success, they forget God and their 
heavenly origin and their fall is rapid and sure. 

There is a world here beyond our senses. Man is just 
beginning to realize how wonderful is the world in which he 
lives. Things are going on all about him of which he 
knows nothing. The astronomer bemoans the fact that his 
greatest and best telescope reveals to him only a very little 
of that which he desires to know in regard to the heavenly 
bodies. There is an astronomical world which he longs to 
enter and cannot on account of his lack of proper equip- 
ment. Likewise the microscopist, working amongst the in- 
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finitesimal things, also bemoans the inadequacy of his means 
to enter and see beyond a very, what seems to him, a very 
limited place. 

In the mind of man and his spiritual nature are the great 
unknown tracts. The mind of man, so far as we know its 
possibilities, according to those who have given it the most 
attention, is in about the same state as the world was before 
Columbus set sail to discover a new continent. 

There is a world hereafter, beyond our senses. Christ 
tried to impress this fact upon His disciples when He was 
on earth. The gain or loss of that world would be a tre- 
mendous gain or loss. It was better to lose hand or foot 
or go poverty-stricken and in contempt all the days of one’s 
life than to lose the possibility of entrance into that glorious 
state hereafter. 

Where Is the Pattern Image ?—If God made man 
in His own image, where is the pattern? How can man 
live rightly without a guide to the right way of living? We 
are told in Hebrews 1: 3 that Jesus Christ is the express 
image of God’s person. Jesus said (John 14: 9), ‘He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”’ 

The physical tmage. Christ took upon Himself the form 
of humanity. What will divinity do in humanity? We 
see what it did with it in Christ. Christ made His body 
do His will. Where men so often fail is that, with good de- 
sires, they yield to the lower bodily impulses. Christ was 
Master of His physical nature. He was no weakling. He 
endured physically the great strain put upon Him. Here is 
the athlete’s test; he wins who can endure in the longest, 
the hardest and the most difficult things. Christ fasted for 
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forty days and nights and then came walking down the 
mountainside alone. Let the man, who thinks, maybe, of 
Jesus Christ as not very strong, try a few days even of fast- 
ing and see how he stands it. He, in cleansing the temple, 
took a whip of small cords and drove out the traders. Now 
there is nothing a man will fight for so quickly as his money, 
but Christ did not hesitate when He saw how His Father’s 
house was being profaned. When we read of the physical 
tortures and agonies of the last days of our Lord—how He 
was scourged and crucified and yet uttered not one word 
of bitterness or complaint—we see how divinity acted when 
it took upon itself humanity. 

The intellectual image. Many centuries have passed but 
the Christ is still the Master here. The business man, if he 
would retain the respect of his fellow business men, must 
keep near His rule of life. The judge, in giving his de- 
cisions, must consult Him and temper his justice with the 
mercy of the Christ. 

What is said of Christ by the great literary craftsmen ? 
Charles Dickens, the English novelist, who touched all 
hearts, was once asked, ‘‘ What is the best short story in the 
world?’’ He instantly replied, ‘The Prodigal Son.” 
Coleridge, asked what were the finest gems of thought, said 
‘¢The Beatitudes.’’ Burke, the English statesman, with- 
out a peer in his day, declared that the charter of the 
world’s civil liberty was to be found in ‘‘ The Sermon on 
the Mount.’’ 

No man, however great his genius, ever spoke so little and 
had his words so carefully treasured as those of the Christ. 
He is still in the lead and still the master of the world of 
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thought. For His thought of life, and its conduct, is at the 
bottom of the civilization of the modern world. 

The moral image. Jesus said, ‘“‘ Which of you convince- 
eth Me of sin?’’ (John 8: 46). That challenge stands. 
Many a man with a magnificent body and a brilliant mind 
has dragged both in the dust because he has forgotten that 
he bore the heavenly image and has yielded to the call of 
evil. Gifted poets, philosophers, statesmen, orators, with 
silver tongues, all have yielded to sin and fouled the image 
of God. But we have, in the Christ, one who stands forth 
as the supreme moral image of God, without sin. 


QUESTIONS 


What questions ought a man to ask himself? Did God make 
man in His own image? What can be said about the best men 
bearing the stamp of their maker? Did God make the worst of 
men? Upon what basis is the work of every church and mis- 
sionary society carried on in respect to man? Of what material 
did God make man? How is he earth-born? How heaven- 
born? What follows if man is heaven-born? How is he 
stronger than any animal and keener of vision? How has he 
dominion? How can he hold speech with Almighty God? 
What choice is given to man? What is man’s destiny? What 
can be said of the world here and hereafter—beyond our senses? 
Where is the pattern image—physically, mentally and morally ? 


STUDY XI 
HOW HAS MAN SINNED? 


« If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us” (1 John 1: 8), 

“* For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Ro- 
mans 3: 23). 


The Fact of Sin in the world cannot be denied. Its 
effects are everywhere seen. It is not only a moral and re- 
ligious but also a philosophical and scientific question. It 
is *¢ The Call of the Wild’’ in man. It is inside of a man, 
in his heart. It is outside of a man, in his environment. 
«« There is a conflict going on in this world; it is not a mere 
game. It is an elemental warfare between right and wrong. 
We are cast in the midst of this conflict.’”” Powers of evil 
(Ephesians 6:12), mighty, skillful and relentless, are against 
us; and in every heart there is a traitor ready to betray the 
citadel in their hands. There are sins of the flesh, of the 
intellect and of the soul (fraud, theft, brutality, sensuality, 
murder, hatred and evil speaking) which force themselves 
into communities and destroy love, truth, honour, virtue and 
peace as fire destroys buildings and leaves blackened ashes. 

The Proof of the Fact.—Do we need proof of the fact 
of evil? Do we need proof of the savage destructiveness of 
the power of fire and water unchecked and uncontrolled ? 
What sin can do to blister, burn and lay waste the faires 
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reputations of men and women is writ large in the life of 
every community. 

The Christian revelation uniformly addresses man as a 
sinful being. It represents the race as involved in moral 
evil, and the individual as transgressing the law that he 
ought to obey. The constant appeal of the Scriptures is an 
appeal against sin, as against existing evil. The divine help 
that is offered to men in the form of forgiveness, of deliver- 
ance or of transformation is expressly adapted to sinful 
beings. The Bible bears one long testimony to human sin- 
fulness, as it does to divine grace. 

The other religions, outside of Christianity, have recog- 
nized human sinfulness. The higher the religion the more 
does it take this fact into account. There is in them this 
same need of forgiveness for the guilt of sin. The sadness 
in these religions is due to the fact that while their knowl- 
edge of sin is large they know no adequate means of for- 
giveness. 

All governments of mankind are on guard against sin. 
The system of courts, judges, police and the elaborate pre- 
cautions made against sudden outbreaks of evil show the 
fear of men against this power of sin. 

Society is on guard. It puts up its bars. It has its ostra- 
cism for offenders against the law. 

Literature is on guard. It is constantly telling its tale 
of nations and men gone wrong and the sinful causes. We 
are interested in the stories which depict the struggles of the 
soul in the grip of evil appetites and passions. Everywhere 
are set up the warning beacons. 

Sin is universal. The Bible declares that all men are 
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sinners (Isaiah 53:6; 64:6; Romans 1: 18-3: 23). The 
manifestation of sin is made very early in the heart and 
actions of men. When a child is capable of moral action 
we see the beginning of the expressions of anger, pride, 
malice, selfishness, which, if not checked, will totally wreck 
the character and spoil the soul. 

The Nature of Sin.—It is never beneficial. It is 
always a wrecker. If ever any good seems to come where 
it has been, it is because its blighting effects have been over- 
ruled by divine Providence. 

Whence it is? and What it is? are difficult questions to 
answer. We may be well acquainted with the effects of a 
certain virulent poison and yet not be quite able to say just 
what it is, or how it came to be. 

The Protestant Christian view of sin is (1) That it is any 
want of conformity unto or transgression of the law of God. 
That law is written in the Scriptures. See ‘‘ The Sermon 
on the Mount,’’ for instance (Matthew 5-7), and all that 
Christ said and did. Or see the law of the ‘‘Ten Com- 
mandments’”’ in the Old Testament (Exodus 20: 1-17). 
(2) That law of God is also written on a man’s heart in his 
sense of right and wrong. If it were not so written there 
could be no appeal to any man to observe it. (3) That sin 
is badness and that it offends man’s sense of what is good. 
(4) That sin is abnormal. Man was made for virtue and 
goodness. The standards within him show that. (5) That 
sin is a departure from the sense of that which is right. It 
is a falling away from a standard of duty. Between two 
possibilities man ought always to take the worthier. To sin 
is to do the lower rather than the higher thing. (6) That 
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‘sin is the placing of self-will or selfishness above the 
claims of love and duty.’’ A man in sinning places selfish- 
ness and self-will above the claims of love and duty, as the 
final law of action. Here a man says, ‘‘I will act for my- 
self and from myself. My own will and not God shall be 
the source and law of my action, and my own self and not 
humanity shall be the end to which my action is directed. 
Nor shall duty itself be so strong with me as the claim of my 
own self-will.’’ ‘‘ This assertion of selfishness or self-will as 
the law of action is the characteristic assertion of a sinful 
life.’’ Hence there comes guilt and moral pollution (Ro- 
mans 8: 7; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 1: 28-32). 
On-Christian reasoners have set forth theories of sin 
by which an attempt has been made to evade man’s personal 
responsibility in this matter. It is asserted: (1) That there 
are two eternal principles, good and evil, in perpetual con- 
flict. In this world they are intermingled. The evil enters 
into the physical and the good into the spiritual life of man. 
This theory degrades God and makes Him only one-half the 
power in the universe; it also takes away man’s personal 
moral accountability, for sin is then something man cannot 
help. (2) That sin is a limitation of being. It is here as- 
serted that sin is a want of power or of knowledge. Weak- 
ness or feebleness of any kind is sin. Then the logical con- 
clusion is that the strongest man, the one with the most life 
in him and able to carry out his plans most fully, is the most 
sinless. The victor, no matter how he got the victory, is 
always right. The man who fails is always wrong. This 
idea, which is exploited in some of the popular present day 
literature, leads men to hesitate at no wrong which will give 
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them the place they seek. This theory denies the existence 
of a personal God and seeks to give liberty to every human 
passion. (3) That sin is a necessary evil in the world and 
cannot be helped and therefore man has no choice in the 
matter. But the Bible distinctly declares that sin came 
into the world, and stays in the world, not by the will of 
God but by the will of man. According to the Genesis 
narrative it was the willful disobedience of a righteous law 
which brought evil to us (Genesis 3). 

The Guilt of Sin.—‘‘ The Biblical view of moral evil 
explains and accounts for the guilt that is recognized and 
felt to follow it where the conscience is in a right state, and 
this affords a confirmation of the conception of sin as devia- 
tion from the law of God’s moral government.” 

The guilt of sin is in the consent of a man to do evil or 
that which he knows to be not right in the sight of God, 
his fellow man or his own conscience. A man ought to 
choose and do the best that is open to him. When he 
chooses or does otherwise, he yields himself to sin, he is not 
forced, and he becomes a guilty man. This is a principle 
recognized in every earthly court. No man can be con- 
demned for another’s deliberate or willful violation of the 
law but only for his own. 

The place of sin is not only in the outward act but in the 
heart of a man (Matthew 5: 27, 28; 6: 21-23). In fact, _ 
in the heart is where Christ placed the source of sin (Mark 
7: 20-23). 

The condemnation of sin is everywhere made known in 
the Scriptures. It is something for which men feel remorse 
and apprehend punishment (Romans 1: 18; Acts 17: 31; 
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Ephesians 5 : 6; Colossians 3: 6). Even where the Bible 
is not known men have feared to be under condemnation for 
sin and have fashioned for themselves gods and prayed to be 
delivered from the wrath here and that which is to come. 

The Penalty for Sin.—Is there anything for a sinful 
man to fear? To this question it might be replied by ask- 
ing, Is there anything for a man, who has taken poison or 
opened an artery, to fear? There are certain evil conse- 
quences which flow naturally from evil acts. The universe 
is under law and sin is taken care of in due time. ‘That 
which has its inlet through human sin must have its outlet 
through human misery.” 

God works through the agencies which He has appointed. 
‘He has so constituted the universe that sin brings penalty. 
It is the consequence of sin. The normal and ordinary in- 
fliction of penalty is effected by the methods that God has 
wrought into the constitution of the universe; methods that 
are not less truly His own because He has wrought them 
into the order of the universe that He has created, and made 
all things work together in accordance with them. Even 
though it be granted* that He sometimes inflicts penalty by 
direct and special action for which the constitution of the 
world contains no provision, still it must be said that such, 
to say the least, is not the rule. The great mass of punish- 
ment consists in that which comes as the natural and inev- 
itable consequence of the sin. The appointment of God that 
various evil for the sinner shall follow sin has been expressed 
in the nature of man and the world and reiterated and re- 
emphasized in Revelation. It is the universal appointment ; 
and penalty is the universal outcome of evil doing. Every 
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form of sin has its own. Sin against love has its penalty as 
inevitably as sin against law. Sin against self has its pen- 
alty as truly as sin against the Holy Ghost. Secret sin has 
its penalty as surely as open sin.”’ 

All sin tends to deterioration of character. There is by 
repeated evil-doing in any direction a breaking down grad- 
ually of the power of resistance until sin has its way with 
a man and he is no longer a free will agent. Love for the 
higher good has faded away and is lost. 

All sin tends to fixedness of character. What evil is done 
to-day clamours to be repeated and become that which is a 
part of the life. The outcome of the willfully sinful life is 
final ruin. 

Penalty may be disciplinary or retributive. The first, to 
bring the offender back to God ; to show him where he has 
erred. The second, where the offender becomes so fixed in 
his sin that there is little or no hope of bringing him back. 

An important element in penalty is the disapproval of the 
Holy and Loving God. ‘‘ The disapproval of God follows 
necessarily on guilt. Sin is hostile to His character and 
will, and ruinous to the creature whom He loves. God’s 
deep, necessary and unalterable opposition to sin is some- 
times called in the Scriptures, ‘His Wrath.’ It has often 
been represented in terms descriptive of human passion; a 
manner of representation that was doubtless unavoidable, 
and, at some stages of human life, helpful. Yet it is in no 
sense a rage, like human anger, though the language even 
of the Scriptures sometimes presents it so. It is a profound 
and necessary disapproval, a necessary recoil of His holy 
nature from what is morally evil. It is the natural and irre- 
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pressible assertion of His moral excellence as against sin.” 
Nothing annihilates the tenderness of God’s heart towards 
man; yet while man continues in sin anything but disap- 
proval on God’s part is morally impossible. 

The Forgiveness of Sin.—What God has done to 
bring back man to a better life and to forgive him his sin is 
taken up in our next study on, ‘‘ How Is Man Redeemed ?”’ 


QUESTIONS 


What can be said about the fact of sin? What about the 
proof of sin? What does the Christian revelation have to say 
in regard to it? What has other religions? How are govern- 
ments, society and literature on guard? How is sin universal? 
What can be said of the nature of sin? What is the Protestant 
Christian view of sin? Give the theories of un-Christian rea- 
soners. What can be said of the guilt of sin? In what does 
the guilt consist? Where is the place of sin? What is the 
condemnation? What can be said about the penalty for sin? 
How does God work in meting out the penalty for sin? How 
does sin tend towards deterioration and fixedness of character ? 
What may be said of the disciplinary and retributive penalties? 
What may be said of the important element of the disapproval 
of God in regard to sin? 


STUDY XII 
HOW {S MAN REDEEMED? 


“« Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world’? (John 1:29). 

“* Come unto Me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. That My yoke upon you, and learn of 
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light’ (Jesus Christ, Matthew 11; 28-30). 


What Is Salvation ?—‘‘ The root idea in salvation is 
deliverance. In every case some danger or evil is pre- 
supposed, in rescue from which salvation consists.’’ 

The urgency of redemption. As the peril, loss and pain 
from sin are emphasized and the emphasis reiterated and 
written large on every Bible page, in like manner, the way 
out of sin is pointed out and the means of redemption made 
exceedingly plain. 

It is just because there is such a positive remedy for all 
the evils in the world, if men will but take it, that the 
Scriptures dare paint the picture of evil as bad and black as 
itis. ‘And the spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst, ~ 
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely’? (Revelation 22:17). ‘‘Now is the accepted 
time . . . now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor- 
inthians 6: 2). 

109 


110 Bible Studies in Vital Questions 


In the Old Testament Jehovah is the Covenant God of 
Israel, as well as the Lord of all the earth. His saving 
power is everywhere set forth. He preserves His people 
from their enemies. He redeems those who call upon His 
name—‘‘ This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and 
saved him out of all his troubles’? (Psalms 34:6; 105; 
107: 13-19 ; Isaiah 33:2; Jeremiah 14:8; 30: 7). 

The prophets love to dwell upon the redeeming power 
of Jehovah. He is merciful and full of compassion. When 
the people of Israel go astray they are entreated to return to 
Him because of His kindness and grace. 

In the New Testament the great theme is the salvation 
brought by Jesus Christ to this world of sin and suffering 
(Acts 2: 22-36; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Ephesians 1: 
17-23). ‘* Wherever we turn, whether it be Acts, Peter, 
Paul, John, Timothy, Titus or James we are conscious of a 
note of confidence and triumph as of men possessing a 
supreme good, in which they not only themselves rejoice, 
but which they are anxious to share with others. More 
significant than any change in doctrine is this consciousness 
of salvation as a glorious fact, dominating and transforming 
life.’ They really have good news to tell to the people. 
They are full of rejoicing (Philippians 3:1; 4:4; Acts 
240,475 20525). 

In the book of Romans, as in 1 and 2 Corinthians and 
Galatians, Paul discusses the question, ‘‘On what terms 
does God save men?’’ In Romans there are three points 
made: 

(1) All have sinned (Romans 3: 23). The Jew under 
the law; the Gentile without the law. Sin has come witb 
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such very pleasant ways. It has agreed to pay its board in 
advance. Sin says, What’s the harm? And then when it 
is taken in, it proceeds to wreck the man. Men sin with 
good laws and bad ones; under good environment and 
under bad. Sin is in the disposition to do evil. 

(2) All need to be saved. All religions, invented by 
man, are attempts to get right with God and are failures be- 
cause they cannot offer that supernatural help necessary to 
save a man from sin. Men need to be saved from the 
evil in their own hearts and from the evils outside of them 
and the love of things that destroy both body and soul. 

(3) The victory over sin is for all who put their trust in 
Jesus Christ, the all-sufficient Saviour (Romans 5: 1-8: 1), 
sent by the Father to help man in his sore need. Why 
cannot a man save himself? Because sin is stronger than 
any man. We see the fall of strong men, otherwise, every 
day who have gone down before some miserable little 
temptation. ‘To be a conqueror over evil man needs super- 
natural help which he can get only through his Lord. 

The Nature of Salvation.—It is both temporal and 
spiritual. 

Temporal as it is concerned with the affairs of the present 
physical life. Man feels the necessities of food, clothing, 
shelter and desires protection from his enemies and from 
disease, pain and death. When these are urgent, and he is 
in sore straits, he will pray, with strong crying and tears, as 
he does under no other circumstances. Here are dangers 
from which men entreat deliverance. 

From this lower stage some men never seem to rise; they 
turn only to God when they want something. In a sense 
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we find much of the Old Testament petitioning along this 
line. When Israel is sore pressed by her enemies she turns 
to God; when all goes well she forgets Him. It is, how- 
ever, recognized both in the Old Testament and the New 
that men have need of things whereby physical life may be 
sustained and it is right to ask for them (Matthew 7 : 7-11). 

Spiritual, But many physical necessities are pressed 
upon man through spiritual wrong-doing. Man sins and 
brings the consequences not only upon himself but upon 
others. The heart in man needs to be regenerated and 
cleansed of sin before outward conditions can be very much 
bettered. 

‘‘With the deepening of the moral insight there arises a 
higher conception of deliverance or redemption. It now 
has an inner spiritual meaning ’’ (Matthew 6: 25-34; John 
3: 1-21). A man lives, in the full meaning of the word, 
only when he enters into communion with God in righteous- 
ness and love. From this point of view the great evils to be 
feared are not physical but moral and spiritual. It is sin 
which destroys the communion between man and his Maker 
and brings in physical evils. This truth begins to come to 
expression in the latter portion of the Old Testament. Jesus 
puts it into the forefront of His teaching and it has been the 
distinct note of the Christian Gospel ever since. Salvation, 
or redemption, is primarily deliverance from sin. It is the 
restoration of the interrupted communion between the 
Father and His children through the creation in the latter 
of a new spiritual life. Once dead in trespasses and sins 
they are made alive again through union with the living 
Christ. Thus it is still death from which man needs to be 
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delivered, but it is death which is spiritual not physical.’’ 
Redemption through Christ, when man enters the spiritual 
realm, also brings with it blessings in the physical. 

The common physical blessings are not to be despised. 
Christ healed the sick as well as preached to the poor. To 
the paralytic He said not only, ‘‘ Thy sins be forgiven thee, 
but rise, take up thy bed and walk.” 

In the New Testament there is also a changed view of 
suffering from that of the Old. In the latter it is purely 
evil while in the former it may become a means whereby a 
man may enter into a more abundant life. ‘I glory in my 
infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me”’ 
(2 Corinthians 12: 9g, 10). 

Conditions on the Divine Part.—It is through the 
divine mercy that there is any redemption for man. This 
is everywhere maintained in the Bible. It is God who 
chooses the Israelitish as His chosen nation (Deuteronomy 
7:73 Psalm 106:8; Jeremiah 14:7). He it is who first 
called Abraham (Genesis 12:1). It is He who gives the 
visions to the prophets and prepares their messages (Isaiah 
1:1; Jeremiah 1: 1, 2; Ezekiel 1:1). When His chosen 
people forsook Him, He did not give them up. 

The grace that saves men through divine love in Jesus 
Christ is most clearly brought out in the New Testament— 
‘«‘ By grace have ye been saved through faith; and not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God’’ (Ephesians 2: 8). 

‘‘God is not here the stern creditor, exacting the utter- 
“most farthing, but the loving Father forgiving His erring 
children ; more ready to give good gifts than earthly par- 
ents to their children. The disciples did not choose Christ 
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but He chose them and appointed them that they should go 
and bear fruit and that their fruit should abide (John 15 : 16). 
The more profound and spiritual the conception of salva- 
tion, the deeper the conviction that it is undeserved.’’ 

Jesus Christ ts the center of the plan of redemption. In 
Him is fulfilled all the hopes of the earlier dispensation. 
When He came the elaborate system of Jewish sacrifices 
was abrogated because He fulfilled it (Hebrews 1-13). He 
was God manifest in the flesh. He is our Mediator. He 
is our sin bearer. He, through the Spirit, can do for us 
that which we cannot do for ourselves. He invited all 
who were in trouble to come to Him and that He would 
help them (Matthew 11: 27-30). Every man needs this 
Christ for his Saviour here and hereafter. 

This redemption extends not only to the individual but to 
society, to the state, to all nations. 

Conditions on the Human Part.—These are repent- 
ance, faith and obedience. Redemption is not forced upon 
any man. He must desire to escape not merely from the 
consequences of his sin but from the bondage of the sin 
itself. There must first be this desire before there can be 
any deliverance on the part of God. Man must do his part 
as God has done His part. Paul who lays such stress upon 
what God has done, through His Son, in redeeming the 
world lays equal stress upon what man must do—‘ Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling ’’ (Philippians 
o< F2); 

kepentance. This is defined as ‘‘a sincere and thorough 
changing of the mind and disposition in regard to sin in- 
volving a sense of personal guilt and helplessness and ap- 
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prehension of God’s mercy.’’ This is something a man can 
do while he cannot redeem himself. ‘‘God indeed may 
save men from their sins but He cannot save them in their 
sins.’’ A man may be caught in his sins and suffer bitter 
remorse, not for his sins, but that he has been caught. 
Men, under the influence of a powerful appeal, sudden 
disaster or sickness, will often seem to be greatly moved ; 
but unless there is something more than a surface or super- 
ficial repentance, it will amount to nothing (Matthew 13: 
18-23). Repentance is being truly sorry for one’s sins and 
a desire to put them away. ‘This is the first step on man’s 
part to meet God. 

faith. This is really believing in Christ’s person, words 
and work. It is taking Him at His word and trusting in it. 
It is following Him as an example. It is receiving Him 
into one’s heart and doing as He said. It is a willing to 
believe. ‘‘If any man will do His will he shall know of the 
doctrine’? (John 7:17). Here a man’s will is changed 
from himself to Christ. His love is changed from its ob- 
ject upon himself and his own interests to Christ and His 
interests. Here he is striving to bring in a new kingdom— 
that of love, purity and peace, instead of one of strife and 
selfishness, and in this way to bring about the creation of a 
new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness. 

‘By faith a man lays hold upon Christ as his Saviour, 
becomes one with Him, partakes of His heavenly life, shares 
His righteousness and rises with Him into His eternal 
kingdom.’’ ‘Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he in God’”’ (1 John 
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4:15). There is something more than a present salvation ; 
it is a deliverance to all eternity (Matthew 25: 34, 46; 
Mark 10: 29, 30; Rom. 6:23; John 5: 24; 6: 68, 69; 
9: 35, 38; 11: 25, 27; 1 John 5:12). ‘This is the second 
step on man’s part to meet God. 

Obedience. With repentance and faith, and yet without 
obedience to the precepts of Jesus Christ, a man just lacks 
that much of coming into saving touch with his Lord. 
Christ relieved man from the burdensome restrictions of the 
Mosaic law and summed up everything into the two com- 
mandments of love (Matthew 22 : 36-40). 

The helps in knowing God and receiving Him fully into 
the heart are: prayer, Bible reading, going to church and 
the doing of good works. One who often avoids these 
means of grace is drawing away from his redemption ; for 
prayer is talking to God, Bible reading is God talking to 
us, church-going is meeting God in His house, and doing 
good is working with Him. 

The Effect and Extent of Redemption.—They are 
written large upon the pages of the Bible? Most certainly. 
But they are as plainly to be seen in the pages of the world’s 
history of the most enlightened nations, since the record of 
the Scriptures closed, many hundreds of years ago. Laws, 
customs, principles, kingdoms have all been radically 
changed because an epoch-making person, Jesus Christ, 
came into this world. Belief and trust in Him has made 
over individuals, given them new life and hope, as well as 
changing the story of the world. 

It is a redemption which, unlike any other, extends to 
the uttermost in the eternal life. 
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QUESTIONS 


What is salvation? Why its urgency? What is said about 
it in the Old Testament? In the New Testament? In the 
book of Romans? What can be said of the temporal nature of 
salvation? The spiritual nature? What can be said about the 
conditions on the divine part? How is Jesus Christ the center 
of the plan of redemption? On the human part? What can 
be said about repentance, faith, obedience and the helps on the 
part of man? What can be said about the effect and extent of 
salvation ? 


STuDY XIII 
WHAT ARE MANHOOD ESSENTIALS ? 


“<7 therefore so run, not as uncertainly,; so fight I not as one 
that beateth the air” (1 Corinthians 9g : 26). a 


“ Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels and have 
not love I am become as sounding brass and a tinkling cym- 


dal” (1 Corinthians 13: 1). 


“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, bt 
strong’ (1 Corinthians 16: 13). 


The Call in the New Testament of Jesus Christ and 
His disciples is for strong, true, pure manhood. No weak- 
lings could have endured the things which they bore, with- 
out complaint, in making a gospel of power known to a 
hostile world. Here is a summons to all that is best and 
truest and most worth while, as against that which is vile 
and impure and degrading. It is a challenge to a fight in a 
man’s own heart, with his outward environment and with 
temptations and evils pressed upon him (Ephesians 
6 : 10-18). 

How will a man heed this call? According to how he 
heeds it, he goes down or up. He, as he obeys or disobeys 
the divine summons, makes or unmakes his Christian char- 
acter. A man without any character is like a man without 
love in his heart (1 Corinthians 13: 1-3), a sounding brass 
@ a “nkling cymbal. No wealth, no high position, no 
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great power can take the place of what we call character. 
A high Christian character stands for everything worth 
while in this life and the life to come. 

The Call for the Cultivation of Manhood Essen- 
tials.—What are these essentials? What are the things 
which make life really worth while? What things make 
men winners in this fight? The answer is not obscure. It 
has in it four elements: the cultivation of the will power ; 
the cultivation of staying power ; the cultivation of reserve 
power and the cultivation of the power of vision. 

The Call for the Cultivation of Will Power.— 
Jesus Christ laid great stress upon a man’s willing, or being 
willing, to believe (Matthew 16: 24): “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow Me.”’ Entering upon any belief or course of ac- 
tion is a matter of the will. A man may say, ‘I know,” 
*“‘Tcan,”’ ‘I ought,’’ in regard to any matter, but unless 
he says, ‘I will,’’ all that goes before amounts to nothing. 
The control is in the will. Somewhere in the brain of man 
there is a court chamber. At one end sits the will, without 
a jury. Into this room throng the appetites, the passions, 
the hates, the loves, the virtues ; all that is good and all that 
is bad. They all ask for a hearing. They all desire the 
command, of the actions of the man, which resides in the 
will. 

Lt is not true, as certain philosophers tell us, that a man 
ts as his environment or state of health. It is entirely pos- 
sible for a man to conquer a bad environment and state of 
health. Paul went from one unfavourable state of things 
into another and his body was weak, yet no man triumphed 
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more gloriously than he did over his difficulties. Julius 
Cesar, the greatest Roman conqueror, was a small man 
and subject to constant severe headaches and epileptic fits. 
Lord Nelson, England’s great sea fighter, was a man of 
slight physique and in poor health. History is full of in- 
stances of the supremacy of the willing power in man over 
all circumstances. It is not the opportunities, however 
favourable, which count, but the will to use them to ad- 
vantage. 

The need for the education of the will cannot be overesti- 
mated. It is made strong or weak by the decisions which are 
made. Paul urged the training and disciplining of the will 
power. He says of himself that he did not run uncertainly 
or fight as one who simply beats the air, without any pur- 
pose. When he went to Corinth, he did not leave things 
to chance; he says, ‘*I determined not to know anything 
among you save jesus Christ and Him crucified’ (1 Cor- 
inthians 2:2). The man, who means to bring things to 
pass in his own life and the lives of others, must not be a 
drifter but a director. Here is the first great essential in 
Christian manhood—to cultivate the power of the will for 
the best things. 

The Call for the Cultivation of Staying in-Power. 
—There are those who decide rightly upon any course of ac- 
tion but they lack the standing by or holding on quality. 
No sooner do they begin to feel the stress of the difficulties 
of the situation into which they have willed themselves than 
they weaken. They are like runners who, having made 
large preparations for a race, enter it, run a little ways and 
then becoming discouraged and disheartened, drop out. 
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Men who really accomplish things stay in the race, no mat- 
ter what happens or what obstacles are thrown in the way. 
It is as important to hold on as it is to take hold in a good 
cause. Everywhere that Paul went he met bitter opposition, 
but he could truly say that nothing disturbed his decision to 
preach the Gospel of Christ. In the book of Revelation the 
promises are, ‘“*To him that overcometh’’ (2: 7, 11, 17, 
26; 3:5, 12, 21). Our Lord remained in His chosen way 
to the bitter end of the cross. It is only as the cross is 
borne that there can be any crown. 

To get anywhere this quality of endurance must be culti- 
vated. ‘*He that endureth to the end shall be saved” 
(Matthew 10:22). How much can aman stand? People 
will persist in turning up our faces, and, using them as 
anvils, will straighten out their crooked opinions, like bent 
nails, upon them. But no man has amounted to much who 
has not gone through this process, What anvils many of 
the Bible characters have been! They last and are great 
examples to us because they have not flown to pieces under 
the blows of the pounding hammers. 

This getting somewhere by the patient doing over of 
things is true also outside the religious sphere of things. It 
is related of Audubon, the great American ornithologist, 
that he went out into the woods and, with almost incredible 
pains, made a thousand drawings of birds. Feeling the 
need of a vacation, he boxed up his drawings and went 
away for six months. When he returned what was his bit- 
ter disappointment to find that a couple of Norway rats had 
chewed up his precious drawings, in making a nest for their 
young! Nothing daunted he went out and repeated his 
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arduous task. Likewise it is related that Carlyle lent his 
manuscript of the history of the French Revolution to a 
friend, whose servant, taking it for waste paper, built a 
grate fire with it. But Carlyle, although he had destroyed 
all his notes, went to work and, with infinite pains, repro- 
duced his work. 

It is a law that one of the essentials of any sort of man- 
hood is the cultivation of endurance. 

The Call for the Cultivation of Reserve Power.— 
This is in the nature of the accumulation of a fund to meet 
emergencies which must come. Every well-made machine 
is by its human maker, if properly constructed, made 
stronger than any ordinary strain which it will be called 
upon to bear. This added strength promotes ease in its 
working and prevents a breakdown, when an extra or unex- 
pected load is thrown upon it. 

Men are realizing now, as never before, the necessity of 
accumulating a reserve of physical health so that when an 
unexpected sickness, or accident, overtakes them, they may 
be prepared to withstand it. The man who has no health 
reserve will quickly go to the wall when a sudden attack is 
made upon his vitality by a disease. 

Men in educating their children aim to, in this manner, 
lay up for them a reserve whereby they may make their way 
in the world in after times. 

The merchant and the banker, who are wise, prepare for 
unexpected calls upon their resources by accumulating cer- 
tain funds, not to be disturbed in the ordinary transactions 
of their every-day business—then when a panic comes they 
are ready for it. 
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The necessity for the accumulation of a spiritual reserve 
ought to be equally, or more, urgent. Many a man, strong 
otherwise, and defended upon every side, but the spiritual, 
by every precaution, has gone down to a dishonoured grave 
through some little sin. Christ urged this laying up of treas- 
ure where it would do the most good. However great pre- 
cautions men may take against disasters, they will come and 
sweep away all reserves of health, money and power. 
Hence He said, ‘‘ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treas- 
ures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal,’’ and He 
well added, ‘‘For where your treasure is there will your 
heart be also’’ (Matthew 6; 19-22). He promised large in- 
terest for any investment made in this way (Matthew 
19: 27-30). Itis the Christian character a man has which 
counts most of all in the end ; to miss this is to miss every- 
thing worth while. 

In our Sunday Schools and in our churches we are not 
teaching the Bible and its doctrines simply for the sake of 
teaching them, but to bring men, women and children nearer 
to the Christ, that they may have Him as their guide and 
counsellor in all things and so lay up a store of spiritual 
reserve and heavenly treasure that they may stand up against 
the sins which beset them. In accumulating a spiritual re- 
serve, as an essential thing in manhood, that is being done 
which is the best and most profitable of all in the reserves. 

The Cali for the Cultivation of the Power of 
Vision. —-This is the rising above the present and annexing 
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the future in the plans of life. The man who lives, in the 
past and in the present, is only half alive. But with the 
vision there must always be coupled a task. A man with- 
out a task, and who yet has a vision, is avisionary. Aman 
with a task, and no vision, is a drudge. Peter, in his ser- 
mon on the day of Pentecost, said, ‘‘ And it shall come to 
pass, in the last days, saith God, that I will pour out of My 
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions and your 
old men shall dream dreams’’ (Acts 2:17). The New 
Testament gives glorious visions of the future and keeps 
young in heart the souls of those who believe in and study 
them. Here is depicted the ideals which, if followed, pro- 
duce the highest character. 

Lt ts in fact only as men see things, in visions, that they 
can be brought to a reality. The architect must dream his 
great building before he can put his plan on paper. The 
hard headed business man first extends his business, as a 
vision of his brain, before he can send his ventures abroad. 
There must be castles in the air before there can be castles 
on earth. 

Our Lord came upon this earth and began at once to tell 
of His vision of a kingdom of righteousness and truth so 
vast, so beautiful, so magnificent and so wide extending that 
men said it must be pure vision. His fellow countrymen 
wanted to take and make Him a king over an earthly king- 
dom and they could not understand Him when He began to 
speak of a kingdom of all ages, and all climes, and of eter- 
nity, as belonging to Him. We, of the present day, have 
begun to see just a little of the vastness of His spiritual 
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kingdom of which He tried to tell people when He was on 
earth and of which He is trying to tell us even now. 

The Bible ts endeavouring to have us lift up our eyes to 
the hills from whence cometh our help. Men are ordinarily 
tired and discouraged and troubled and perplexed on every 
side, because they do not accept the guidance of the Spirit 
of God, who desires to have them see the greatness and good 
in their life here and hereafter. Paul tried to tell something 
of this vision and the worth of it, when he wrote to the 
Corinthians: ‘‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him.’’ But he adds, 
‘‘God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit’ (1 Cor- 
inthians 2: 9, 10). 

Here is another thing in the making up of manhood es- 
sentials. It is in giving the Spirit of God free entrance into 
our hearts that we may see the wonderful vision of life and 
its meaning. 


QUESTIONS 


What is the call in the New Testament? How will a man 
heed this call? What can be said of the call for manhood es- 
sentials ; what four elements are there? What can be said 
about the call for the cultivation of will power? Is it true that 
a man is the product of his environment? What can be said 
of the need for the education of the will? What can be said 
of the cultivation of the staying-in-power? What is the good 
in this quality of endurance? What is the object of the culti- 
vation of a spiritual reserve? What can be said of the cultiva- 
tion of the power of vision? What did our Lord say of His 
vision kingdom? What is the endeavour of the Bible? 


STUDY XIV 
IS MAN PERSONALLY IMMORTAL? 


« If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14: 14). 

‘© ] am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live” (Words of Jesus, 
John 11:25). 


“ For He is not a God of the dead but of the living ; for all live 
unto Him’? (Words of Jesus, Luke 20 : 38). 


What Is the Possibility of Conscious Life, After 
Death, for Man ?—This question is as old as man. Its 
discussion is confined to no rank or class. It never ceases 
to be of intense interest, for at some time every man must 
die. 

“¢ Death ts the one event that counts in our life and inour 
universe. It is the point whereat all that escapes our vigi- 
lance unites and conspires against our happiness. ‘The more 
our thoughts struggle to turn away from it, the closer do 
they press around it. The more we dread it the more dread- 
ful it becomes, for it battens but on our fears. He who 
seeks to forget it burdens his memory with it; he who tries 
to shun it meets naught else. But though we think of death 
incessantly, we do so unconsciously, without learning to 
know death. : 

‘‘We compel our attention to turn its back upon it, in- 
stead of going to it with uplifted head. We exhaust all our 
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forces, which ought to face death boldly, in distracting our 
will from it. 

“‘We deliver death into the dim hands of instinct and we 
grant it not one hour of our intelligence.’’ 

Our Lord calls upon us to face death intelligently, boldly 
and with a faith that conquers all its terrors. He contin- 
ually spoke of His death, and of His resurrection, and of 
death in such a way as to show it had no terrors for Him. 
Paul, following His master, declared, ‘‘So when this cor- 
ruption shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, ‘‘ Death is swallowed in victory. O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 
(1 Corinthians 15: 54, 55). 

There are four imaginable solutions, and no more, of 
death outside of religions. ‘Total annihilation; survival 
with our consciousness of to-day; survival without any 
sort of consciousness; lastly, survival with universal con- 
sciousness, or with a consciousness different from that which 
we possess in this world.’’ So far as the practical result is 
concerned for man these four solutions may be comprised in 
two: survival with our consciousness of to-day or survival 
without any sort of consciousness. So far as total anni- 
hilation is concerned, that is impossible. 

In this study we call witnesses to testify in regard to 
man’s personal immortality, or his survival after death with 
his consciousness of to-day. 

The Witness of the Bible. —Here we find no argument 
for the personal immortality of man. It is spoken of every- 
where as a settled fact. It is treated in the same way as our 
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geographies speak of and describe an ocean or a mountain. 
No geographer would for a moment think of inserting in his 
description of a mountain an argument for its actual exist- 
ence. The Bible does not make the fact of man’s conscious 
existence after death; it reports it as a scientific man would 
report a thing which is actually in existence. A well-estab- 
lished fact needs no argument. All that is needed is a good 
presentation of it and to let it speak for itself. 

The Old Testament testifies to this fact. While it is not 
so clear and strong in its testimony as the New Testament, 
yet itis everywhere assumed as a thing taken for granted. 
It is not only the chosen nation which lives on under God’s 
fostering care; it is also the individual who lives on when 
taken away from this earth. This personal immortality is 
asserted very early. ‘‘ Enoch walked with God and he was 
not, for God took him'’ (Genesis 5: 24). Elijah is carried 
to heaven in a fiery chariot (2 Kings 2:11). Job declares 
his belief that after death he will see God (19:26). David 
said of his son, who had died, ‘‘I shall go to him but he 
shall not return to me’’ (2 Samuel 12: 23; Psalms 16: 10; 
17:15; Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12: 2). 

The New Testament testifies to this fact. Jesus continu- 
ally refers to the future life as a life where the personality of 
man is preserved—see the parable of Dives and Lazarus 
(Luke 16: 19-31), where Dives and Lazarus, each going to 
his own place, are the same men as they were in the earthly 
life. In the account of the transfiguration, Moses and Elias 
appear and talk with Jesus. They are recognized as the 
same worthies who were on earth in the long ago (Matthew 
47: 1-13). He again and again predicted His betrayal and 
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death and spoke also of His resurrection at the same time, 
all of equal value as facts (Matthew 17: 22, 23). He de- 
clared at the grave of Lazarus, ‘<I am the resurrection and 
the life’? (John 11: 25). When He raised Lazarus from the 
dead, he was the same man, now alive again, who had died ; 
and he was recognized and received as such. After the 
physical death of Jesus on the cross, He returned, with His 
body, as the same personality, to His disciples and He 
was recognized as the same Jesus (Matthew 28; Mark 16; 
Luke 24; John 20 and 21; Acts 1: 1-11). 

The disciples were called upon to be witnesses of the fact 
of the resurrection. They were not to argue but to witness 
(Acts 1:8). This is the sum and substance of the apostolic 
message (1 Corinthians 15). At the last supper Jesus told 
His disciples, «In My Father’s house are many mansions ; 
if it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you’’ (john 14: 2). Men are to be judged as 
persons, by Christ, after death for the deeds done in the 
body (Matthew 25: 31-46). 

Man recognizes himself as a person on this earth which 
no other creature is. It is his greatest certainty, for he can 
truly say, ‘‘I am.’’ ‘ Whatever else there may be outside of 
himself, whether it exists or is only an appearance, he knows 
that he unmistakably exists and that he is endowed with 
personal powers which no other living thing can approach.” 
The dread of death is that of parting with this personality. 

As man accepts the fact of his personality here without 
argument, so the Bible bids him accept the fact of his per- 
sonality in the life to come. 

The Witness of the Physical Part of Man.—The 
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testimony here is on the opposite side and that there is no 
conscious life hereafter. We find those, whose business it is to 
study exclusively into the physical part of man, denying per- 
sonal immortality for man. Man is declared to be just like 
any other product of nature, born to run a certain course, in 
time, and then to die and to return to nature. The physi- 
cist, who holds that vital phenomena are purely physical and 
chemical, has his realm here. The trouble with the physi- 
cist is that he will persist in confining his attention to only 
one side of man, and that the physical. If he would turn 
to the Bible, which he is prone to neglect, he would find 
that it would be in exact agreement with him so far as man’s 
body is concerned—‘ For dust thou art and unto dust thou 
shalt return’’ (Genesis 3:19). Paul expressly tells us, in 
his address on the personal immortality of man, that there 
is a natural body and there is a spiritual body of man 
(1 Corinthians 15: 44-49), and that as ‘‘ We have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly.”’ 

Man is more than a physical being ; he is a spiritual per- 
sonality. The physicist only considers one side of a man; 
the Bible considers both sides. 

The trouble for men, who only live upon the physical side, 
is that their eyes are blinded to the spiritual. ‘A man, 
when living solely for this world, cannot believe in the world 
to come. He whe is blind has no conception of the stars. 
He who is without passion cannot believe in enthusiasm. 
He who lives for himself cannot believe in self-devotion. 
And he who is living a base life cannot believe in a noble 
one. If his soul is plunged in the sensual, he cannot real- 
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ize the spiritual. When a man’s whole energies are given 
to this world he cannot conceive or possess the world to 
come.”’ 

The Witness of the Intellectual Part of Man.— 
Who can place bounds to the mind of man? We are just 
beginning to realize what a mighty thing it is. It is a child 
of the past, the present and the future. At its best it de- 
clares for the personal immortality of man. It cannot be 
satisfied to believe, when it can read backward into the story 
of the earth for millions of years and measure and weigh the 
stars of heaven and make calculations as to what shall come 
to pass, in the ages yet to come, that it is to be blotted out 
when the physical body gives out. ; 

The mind of man dominates the physical part. It is not 
a product of the body. If it were a product of the body it 
could not rise superior to its physical infirmities and it 
would always age as the body grew old. In fact we find 
the mind of man often most brilliant in those who have 
great bodily infirmities. On the other hand, if the mind 
were a product of the body we would find it at its best in 
those with a splendid physical equipment, but this by no 
means always follows. 

A few years ago a certain professor in a great university, 
holding to the theory that the mind of man was a product 
of his body, declared that as the body was at its best be- _ 
tween the ages of twenty-five and forty years, it was im- 
possible for any notable work of the mind to be produced, 
after the latter limit. To this claim it was almost at once 
replied that much of the world’s best literary and other work 
had been accomplished by men who were past seventy years 
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of age, or thirty years beyond the age limit set by this col- 
lege professor. It is undoubtedly true that man’s bodily 
powers are at their best at middle age and that then they 
begin to decline, but this is not true of the intellectual part. 
A very partial list of the splendid work done by men, after 
they were seventy years of age, shows what the world might 
have missed. In statesmanship there is, as in other de- 
partments of work, a long list of names of men who did 
their best after they had passed their threescore and ten 
years of age: Abraham, Moses, Lord Palmerston, Glad- 
stone and Disraeli (prime ministers of England), Thiers 
(who did so much as president of France), and Benjamin 
Franklin. In science there are such names as those of 
Spencer, Darwin, Humboldt, Buffon and many others. In 
art there are such eminent names as those of Titoretto, 
Perugino, Titian (who painted ‘‘ The Battle of Lepanto”’ 
when he was about ninety-eight years of age), West and 
Corot. In literature the list of names is a very long one and 
includes such masters as Kant, Victor Hugo, Emerson, 
Ruskin, Guizot, Tennyson, Bryant, Goethe, Irving and 
Froude. 

This conviction of the mind was well expressed by the 
great Frenchman, Victor Hugo, when he wrote: ‘* You 
say the soul is nothing but the resultant of bodily powers. 
Why then is my soul more luminous when my bodily powers 
begin to fail? Winter is on my head and eternal spring’is 
in my heart. I breathe at this hour the fragrance of the 
lilacs, the violets and the roses as at twenty years. The 
nearer I approach the end the plainer I hear around me the 
immortal symphonies of the worlds which invite me. It is 
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marvellous and yet simple. It is a fairy tale and it is his- 
tory. For half a century I have been writing my thoughts 
in history, prose, verse, philosophy, drama, romance, tra- 
dition, satire, ode and song. I have tried all, but I feel 
that I have not said the thousandth part of what is in me. 
When I go down to my grave, I can say, like so many 
others, I have finished my day’s work ; but I cannot say I 
have finished my life. My day’s work will begin again 
the next morning. The tomb is not a blind alley; it isa 
thoroughfare. It closes in the twilight, to open with the 
dawn.”’ 

The Witness of Conscience.—This has been called 
“The Automatic Judgment Seat in Man.’’ Wherever man 
is, under the most enlightened training or none at all, the 
conscience acts, in some form, as a moral check upon man, 
The testimony is here for personal immortality and personal 
accountability. Somehow man always feels that there are 
heavenly observers of his thoughts, words and conduct and 
what he does here he will have to account for hereafter. 

The great difference between the Christian religion and 
those which are man made is that the appeal in the latter is 
almost exclusively to fear, relying upon conscience, For 
once, in the latter, when heaven is spoken of, hell is men- 
tioned ten times. In Christianity, the great motive appealed 
to is love. For once, relying on conscience, when hell is 
spoken of heaven is mentioned ten times. The phrase, 
‘‘kingdom of heaven,’’ was ever on Christ’s lips. The 
awful fact of the loss of the soul is made known in sorrow, 
but the supreme motive to win men back to God is love. 

The moral part of man never expresses a doubt on this 
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question of personal immortality. Here God is continually 
speaking to man. Here He has never left Himself without 
a witness. Our religion is not something which is forced 
upon us from the outside but it is that which meets and 
satisfies the native desire of the human soul. It is the 
supreme revelation in Jesus Christ that sets our doubts at 
rest. Because He lives, we shall live also. 

The Witness of Faith.—Faith has been called, 
‘¢Winged Reason.’’ None have experienced the heavenly 
state who are now living upon this earth, hence we cannot 
question them. We believe on the testimony, that is our 
faith, of those who saw our Lord, after His resurrection, 
that He had the same personality that He had before His 
death in the body. He wanted His disciples to touch and 
handle Him, that they might be sure He was the same and 
that they might testify to us what they saw and heard. 

Belief and trust in Christ is, after all, the only sure 
ground of our personal immortality. He said—‘ He that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead yet shall he live’’ 
(John 11: 25). 

With what yudgment shall we be judged? Jesus shall be 
the judge. The way is shown in His parable of the last 
judgment (Matthew 25 : 31-46). 

With what body shall we come? Paul has given us great 
thoughts about this matter in his Epistle to the Corinthians 
(1 Corinthians 15 : 34-54). . 

Here Are Our Witnesses.—Notice how their testi- 
mony agrees and how with religion, outside of religion, and 
inside a man’s heart and with the mind of man they unite 
to tell him of this great fact of personal immortality. 
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QUESTIONS 


What can be said about the possibility of conscious life, after 
death, for man? How is death the one event which counts ? 
What does our Lord call upon men to do in the face of death? 
What are the four imaginable solutions of death outside of re- 
ligions? What can be said of the witness of the Bible? The 
Old and the New Testament views? What can be said of the 
witness of the physical part of man? What can be said of the 
witness of the intellectual part of man? Does the mind of man 
dominate his physical part? What can be said of the witness 
of conscience? What is the great difference between the Chris- 
tian and other religions in regard to their teaching about heaven 
and hell? What can be said of the witness ef faith? What is, 
after all, the sure ground of personal Tinmabreallty 2 


SECTION IV 
Vital Questions About the Church 


Studies 


XV. Waar Is THe Cuurcu? 
XVI. Wuy Work WITH THE CHURCH ? 


STUDY XV 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 


“« He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches”? (Revelation 2: 7, 11,173 3:6, 13, 22). 


“© And when He (the Comforter) is come, He will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” 
(Words of Jesus, John 16: 8). 


“I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out and find pasture. The thief 
cometh not but for to steal and to kill and to destroy: Iam 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly’? (Words of Jesus, John 10: g, 10). 


What Was the Church in the Beginning ?—Simply 
defined, it was a company of believers in Jesus Christ, tak- 
ing Him for their Lord, endeavouring to follow Him in 
their conduct and life and meeting at a stated time and place 
for worship. 

The aim was the establishment of the kingdom of God 
on earth (‘‘ Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven ’’—Matthew 6: 10), and to bring people 
into loving obedience to their Saviour (Matthew 11: 27-30). 

There was a time when the Christian Church did not exist 
and no one was known by the name of Christian. If there 
had been no Christ, there would have been no Church of 
that name. 

Jesus Christ was the founder and foundation of the 
Church, The Church did not begin in a doctrine or a 
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story, it commenced in a life. Without He had lived there 
would have been no Christian people or Church. Life is 
the begetter of life. No man was ever quickened to new 
life by dead facts. Christ gave His life for His people. 
The spiritual life that was in Christ produced a new people, 
doctrine, power and Church. He said, ‘<I am the way, the 
truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me” (John 14: 6). 

He told His disciples, ‘‘ Ye shall be witnesses unto Me, 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judzea, and in Samaria and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth’’ (Acts 1: 8). Paul, the 
great missionary Apostle, said in writing to the Corinthian 
Church, ‘‘ For other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ ’’ (Matthew 16 : 13-18; 26: 28; 
28.3 19,20; John a1: 25; 26;-8244923-14 6p Actos anise 
x Corinthians 2; 2; 3: 113; Philippians 2: 9-11). 

A new spiritual atmosphere was created. It was such 
that in it there was the possibility of large growth for man’s 
highest aspirations. 

Rank materialism comes to man and tells him that he is 
only a clod of the earth, that he can look for nothing and 
hope for nothing on this earth but material things, that there 
is no reality to his spiritual aspirations. As for a future 
life that is a myth. It is declared that righteousness, love, 
mercy are illusions. 

Jesus Christ came giving the highest value to that which 
was righteous and true and pure and lovely. He declared 
that God, the Father, was not afar off but intensely inter- 
ested in the welfare of every man. He began His great 
prayer with an appeal to ‘‘Our Father’ (Matthew 6: 9). 
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He made the future life a present reality. In this He cre- 
ated a new spiritual atmosphere. It is little wonder that 
thousands flocked to His standard under the preaching of 
this new doctrine. Here was new life. Here men could 
feel that all they had hoped for and dreamed would come 
true. Believe, the disciples preached, in this glorious truth 
and the truth will make you free. Here was the entrance 
to a large and free life, with its gates flung wide open. 

A new mental atmosphere was created. The bounds of 
every people, before Christ, were strictly laid down. They 
were religious and racial. Men were expected to keep 
within those bounds. But now came preachers of the 
Christian hope -declaring for a breaking of these bounds 
and the beginning of a universal kingdom of God for all 
men. It was this idea which the Romans fought so bitterly 
in subjecting the early Christians to such cruel persecutions. 
Jesus Christ unshackled the mind and freed it for the larger 
thoughts of God’s kingdom on earth. 

A new bond was proposed to bind men together. This 
was the bond of universal brotherhood in Christ Jesus. 
There was no attack upon society or the state but all were 
urged to become brothers in Christ. . What would He have 
men to do? How should they think? How should they 
live? The supreme example was in Christ. There are 
differences in possessions, of age, of position, of education 
and of natural and acquired ability which can be har- 
monized only under the bond of brotherhood. ‘Then those 
who are under these differences, as all are, can stand upon 
this common platform of brotherhood in Christ Jesus (Mat- 
thew 23: 8). 
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The new basis, of the Christian Church, was love. Men 
were now to serve God, not because they were commanded to 
do so or through self-interest or any other motive save love. 

The motive in sending Jesus Christ was love for man by 
God (John 3: 16). Jesus said, ‘*A new commandment I 
give unto you that ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other ’’ (John 13: 34, 35). Without this love men are 
barren and unfruitful as Paul declares, ‘‘ Though I speak 
with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I 
am become as a sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal”’ 
(1 Corinthians 13 : 1-13). 

The two great motives which urge men to action are 
ordinarily fear and force. The nations of the earth use 
force to compel men to do what is wanted of them. When 
they fall out with each other the appeal is to force of arms. 
The religions of the earth, outside Christianity, use fear as 
the motive in compelling men to worship. Christianity 
comes with the new motive of love in urging men to walk in 
right ways. Fear and force degrade men. The love mo- 
tive brings out that which is highest and best in man. 

The organization was very simple. The Church was at 
first at one place—Jerusalem. It was here that it was or- 
ganized, after the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit, upon 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Christianity very soon 
sought out the great cities of the Roman Empire, Antioch, 
Ephesus, Corinth and Rome. It was not afraid to tackle 
the wickedness in them and to preach the Gospel in their 
midst. It met with tremendous results in a very short time. 
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The whole Roman Empire was soon permeated with it. 
Tacitus, the eminent Roman historian, writes of the Chris- 
tians as ‘‘a great multitude.’’ So far as the simplicity of 
the early churches is concerned, it is very plainly set forth in 
the New Testament accounts. The first officers appointed 
were deacons (Acts 6) after the Apostles. Then there are 
the elders, presbyters and bishops. The meeting places 
were frequently in private houses. ‘The order of service was 
very plain. There was an intense zeal for the faith and a 
propagation of it. There was an extraordinary religious 
elevation and purity of conduct. 

Out of the simplicity of the early has come the complexity 
of the modern churches. It is a strange fact that to-day 
every branch and denomination of the Christian Church 
harks back to this early Church and claims to be its heir. 

The First Church. The word **Church”’ in the New 
Testament is used in three senses to denote the difference in 
form : 

First, The loca! congregation worshipping in a house 
(Philemon 2; Colossians 4:15) or at a certain place as 
«¢The Church of God which is at Corinth’’ (1 Corinthians 
1:2), and “The church of the Thessalonians ”’ (1 Thessa- 
lonians 1: 1). 

Second, The entire community of Christians throughout 
the world or some portions of it (1 Corinthians 15:9; 
Galatians 1:13; Matthew 16: 18). 

Third, The total company of the redeemed, the bride of 
Christ (Ephesians 5: 23, 25, 27, 30; Hebrews 12: 23). 
(For a study of this whole subject, see the author’s ‘Studies 
in Early Church History.’’) 
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The ordinances were Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

Aims, qualities and purposes. The Church was not to 
supplant but to sanctify the natural relations. Read the 
last chapters in Paul’s Epistles (Ephesians 6:6; Romans 
13-16). It sought to eradicate the selfishness in man, out 
of which all forms of injustice sprang, and aimed to effect 
nothing else than the moral renovation of the individual, the 
family, society and the state. All these topics are treated 
in the Gospels and the Epistles of Paul. 

Great enlargement of the heart was aimed at. The 
tendency of a man is to narrowness of heart, to grow selfish. 
The purely worldly man, shutting up the doors of his heart, 
says, Weed out the weak; Get rid of the sick; Let the 
strong man prevail; To the victor belong the spoils. Not 
so this Gospel. It says, Be compassionate ; Help the weak 
and the sick; Lift up the fallen. 

The purpose was to take away the gloom of life and 
substitute for it ‘*Good tidings of great joy’? (Luke 
2: 10-14). 

Thus there arose in the midst of the Roman Empire 
a wide-spread, rapidly-growing community of the inner 
spiritual kingdom of love, mercy, righteousness and peace, 
which gave supreme allegiance to Christ, the invisible King, 
and against which it assured nothing could prevail for He, 
King Jesus, had said, ‘‘ Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but My words shall not pass away '’ (Matthew 24: 35). 

What Is the Church To-day ?—A dead issue? By 
no means. Neither is it marking time. It is in the van of 
every great movement. The very savageness of the attacks 
upon it shows it is a yower to be reckoned with. 
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To the man outside, looking only on the exterior, the 
Church, now so large, often seems like some vast and com- 
plex organization with forms, ceremonies, rites and doctrines 
which he finds it difficult to understand. He sees this 
organization composed of lesser ones, some of which are 
trying to gain leadership by condemning the others. So 
long as he holds this view, he is not interested in church 
work. He does not see here the glory of God. 

To the man inside, and looking at things from the inside, 
the Church presents two aspects : 

Lhe Worldly Church seeking place and power, anxious 
for a good standing and desiring control of men in the 
various relations of life. It aims, with the form of religion, 
at large outward recognition rather than the upbuilding of 
righteous and pure lives. It seems inevitable that there 
should be this type of church, composed of members both 
good and bad. For ‘** the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a net that was cast into the sea and gathered of every kind ”’ 
(Matthew 13: 47-49). From its very success the Church 
has attracted men who are ambitious to use its power for 
selfish ends. 

The Spiritual Church seeking spiritual enlightenment and 
the regeneration of individuals, society and state. Inward 
righteousness is sought rather than the outward control. 
Here is seen the glory of God. When they would have 
taken Jesus by force to make Him a king, He refused the 
honour (John 6:15). He tried to make clear the inner 
spiritual nature of His kingdom when He said to Pilate, 
“My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were 
of this world, then would My servants fight that I should 
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not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not 
from hence’’ (John 18: 36). He said, ‘* Behold the king- 
dom of God is within you’’ (Luke 17: 21). 

The weakness of the Church is its worldliness: its 
strength is in its spirituality. The spiritual Church ought 
not to be placed beside the worldly Church; their aims are 
so different. This spiritual Church is still a mighty power 
everywhere in bringing people to a knowledge of their 
Saviour and in overthrowing the strongholds of evil. 

What Ought the Church to Be ?—The advisers 
upon this question are legion. The advice is multifarious. 
Those who are not members of churches, and almost never 
attend their services, are often the most pronounced in their 
opinions. Again there are those who, inside the Church, 
are trying in every way to better its service for men. 

The advice as to betterment seems to be along two lines: 

First, the outward radical changing of the present orders 
of services and the introduction of new methods and ma- 
chinery in order that the Church may impress itself upon and 
be a dominating force in every department of life. It is 
most earnestly pointed out that unless the Church does 
change its methods it will lose its hold upon the people. 

Second, the seeking of the power of the Holy Spirit for a 
new and a larger inner religious life. Jesus impressed it 
upon His disciples that He was come that they might have 
this life and that they might have it more abundantly. The 
religious organization of the Jews was perfection, it touched 
and controlled every phase of their actions, but the life had 
gone out. The religious organization of the Romans was 
also perfection; sacrifices were offered everywhere to the 
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gods ; the ritual applied to every detail of public and private 
matters, but the inner light had failed. 

Men are asking, Where can we find God? Better or- 
ganization is useless, without the supernatural power of God, 
which was present at the beginning of the ‘ First Church.” 
It is shown in Acts 1: 4-8 how that power was promised ; 
in Acts 4:13, 14 how it was solicited; and in Acts 2: 
1-47 how wonderfully it was received. Spiritual life was 
before the church organization and men made the organiza- 
tion because of that life. Wewant more and easier running 
machinery bat not before there is power to keep it moving ; 
then the more the better. 

“What is needed to-day ts a religious interpretation 
of all life. Every human relationship raises a moral ques- 
tion, but to many it has never occurred that moral issues 
are involved in their industrial and economic and social 
relationships, or even that there is such a thing as a social 
problem. There are moral values at stake in business and 
in politics. Men turn to the Church when sorrow comes 
but they do not have the same sense of need in the strong 
working day; but just here is often where the actual need 
is for the religious motive. The commandments of Jesus 
roust be translated into economic and industrial and social 
terms for men who do not know how to do it for themselves.’’ 

Men's attention needs to be called away from rights to 
duties, and a new sort of competition introduced, that of 
doing right to their fellow men and in community service. 
But it is only as men have the Spirit of God in their hearts 
that any advance can be made along these lines. Hence 
the exceeding important work of the Church. 
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What Will the Church Be ?—It will never be a fail- 
ure. Some nations, with which Christianity has been asso- 
ciated, have failed because they did not live up to its pre- 
cepts. It is not so much a question of the Church losing 
its hold upon any people as it is of the people ceasing to re- 
gard the Church. The Church will not cease to live. 

Man is naturally religious and the religion of Christ, 
properly presented, appeals to all that is best and highest in 
his nature. 

The survival of Christianity, over the wrecks of states 
and empires and philosophies, shows its vitality. 

The inner kingdom is destined to conquer the outward. 
Many forms will be changed but the Spirit will be the same. 

«¢ The word of our God shall stand forever ’’ (Isaiah 4 : 8). 
Jesus said, ‘* Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My 
words shall not pass away ’’ (Luke 21: 33). 


QUESTIONS 


What was the Church in the beginning? Define it. What 
was its aim? Who was the founder and foundation? How 
was a new spiritual atmosphere created by it? How wasa 
new mental atmosphere also created by it? What was the 
new bond, the new basis, the new motive, of the Christian 
Church? What can be said of the organization, the first 
Church, the ordinances and the aims and purposes of the 
Church? What is the Church to-day? How does it look to” 
the man outside? To the man inside? What can be said of 
the worldly Church and the spiritual Church? What ought 
the Church to be? Along what two lines are reforms pro- 
posed? What is needed to-day in the religious interpretation 
of all life? How does men’s attention need to be called from 
rights to duties? What will the Church be? 


STuDY XVI 
WHY WORK WITH THE CHURCH? 


< That ye may be. 2°. 05 -dights in the world. .-s 
holding forth the word of life”’ (Philippians 2: 15, 16). 


What the Church Stands For.—It is worth while to 
work for and with the Church for what it represents. 

It ts a conquering cause. When men are called upon to 
give time, money, attention and their energy to any cause, 
or institution, they naturally ask: What does it stand for? 
What good am I going to get out of it? What purpose will 
it serve? If these questions cannot be answered in a satis- 
factory way, then that cause, or institution, is quite sure to 
languish and die. 

That the Christian Church has been able to justify itself 
in the eyes of men is evidenced by the fact of its lasting 
qualities. It tires out its enemies. It continues to grow in 
spite of all opposition. If, at times, it seems to be defeated 
and to lose its hold upon men, it is sure to return with 
greater power than ever in nation-wide reformations and re- 
vivals, because it answers to the deepest needs of the human 
heart. 

It sets forth the great ideals and principles of the upward 
way. ‘There is an upward way and there is a downward 
way. There is no standing still in either of these two ways. 
Every human being is conscious of going up or down 
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morally, in the way of righteousness or unrighteousness. 
To every individual the examination can be made at any 
time. The Church of Jesus Christ is in the world to keep 
men from going down and to help them up. ‘The Church 
presents the highest ideals of truth, virtue, purity, right- 
eousness and love to encourage men to go in the heavenly 
way. The Gospel of Jesus Christ preached in the Church 
has been, and is, the inciter of all reform and philanthropic 
movements, 

Its demand is for the cleansing of the human heart. The 
uncleansed human heart is the great source of evil and 
trouble in this world. It is the selfishness of it which 
causes all sorts of crimes. Men with unregenerated hearts 
are sinners. ‘Their thoughts are not upon God. ‘They act 
only from their own desires. Their center of thought is 
within and only for themselves. The world is full of in- 
stances of oppression, wrong and wickedness in high and 
low places because men have no thought save to push their 
own interests, no matter who suffers. 

The Church, in Christ, takes its stand right here and as- 
serts that, before anything much can be done with man, 
and the evil in the world, the heart must be cleansed. 
This is set forth in Jesus’ talk with Nicodemus (John 3: 
1-21). The stress is placed upon having a ‘‘ New Heart.’’ 
«‘ Tf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.’’ Nothing. 
avails to save a man except this new life (Galatians 6: 15). 
With the new heart man gets a view of some objective out- 
side himself. He works now to build up the kingdom of 
God. He tries to bring to pass the righteousness and truth 
for which Christ worked while He was on earth. 
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ft is the encourager of the spirit in man. There is noth- 
ing which the world so much needs to-day as ‘¢ The Gospel 
of Encouragement.’’ Let a man’s heart be cleansed ; then 
he wants to feel that courage which will enable him to do 
his best to set the world, with which he comes in contact, 
in the way of righteousness. Little can be done for, or 
with, or by, a man who is easily dismayed by the difficulties 
in his every-day path. He may be strong in body and 
mind, but if he is weak here, they will avail him nothing. 
The Church, through its Christ, preaches good tidings of 
great joy, for He said, ‘‘ Be of good cheer ; I have overcome 
the world”? (John 16: 33). The Bible is the optimist’s 
great book. ‘There are about eight hundred passages in it, 
which sing the ‘‘ Songs of Encouragement.’’ Open it al- 
most anywhere and you hear one of these songs, ‘‘ Be strong 
and of good courage, dread not, nor be dismayed.’’ The 
Church inspires to strength of mind and of will and preaches 
this doctrine, ‘‘If you think you are beaten, you are. If 
you’d like to win but you think you can’t, it’s almost sure 
you won’t. If you think you’ll lose you’re lost. For out 
of the world and in moral things we find success begins 
with a man’s will. You've got to think high and right to 
rise. 

It seeks the realization of human brotherhood. There 
are many kinds and organizations of brotherhoods. Many 
have the very best purposes, which are set forth in the 
preambles to their constitutions, and they do good work 
along certain well-defined lines. But the difference between 
them and the brotherhood in Christ Jesus is quite marked. 
We find that the ordinary brotherhood is founded upon the 
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bond of men in the same sort of work or who are in pursuit 
of the same pleasures. It is class brotherhood with its class 
distinctions. It is like the racial bond of Englishmen and 
Frenchmen and Germans; it shuts out and it shuts in; it 
draws together and it separates men. The brotherhood in 
Christ Jesus is a spiritual bond (Acts 17: 26), in it ‘¢ There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus’? (Galatians 3: 28). The Church has this aim to 
bring all into this common brotherhood of Christ Jesus ; to 
remove the walls of class and racial brotherhoods, and as 
all have a common Father, have all join in the spiritual up- 
building of mankind. Men can never understand each 
other and will never work together, as they ought, until 
they feel the glory that is theirs in common fellowship with 
Jesus Christ—this is one great thought in the ‘¢ Commun- 
ion.’ When this is realized then, and only then, will the 
contests of all sorts of unions and the bloody wars of na- 
tions cease. Here is where the Church stands superior 
and, in carrying its Gospel to the waste places in all the 
earth, it is preparing mankind for the universal reign of 
peace and love. 

It desires the betterment of human conditions. The 
Church is not only interested in the spiritual uplift of man 
but also in his physical uplift. She ever seeks for better, 
conditions of life and its environment. The Church preaches 
spiritual uplift so much because it is believed that it is here 
that all betterment must begin. Bad physical conditions, 
disguise this truth as we may, arise primarily from evil spir- 
itual conditions; so long as the latter remain in the ascend- 
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ancy it is exceedingly difficult to do any satisfactory work 
with bad physical conditions. But notwithstanding the 
Church is working, as best it can, upon all phases of this 
problem. 

In tts petition—** Thy Kingdom Come’'—it prays for the 
transformation of the kingdoms of this world into the king- 
dom of God. In this the Church labours for the glory of 
God, for the good of man, for the realization of human 
brotherhood, for the promotion of justice, for the reign of 
peace, good will, unselfish Christian love, the betterment of 
human conditions, and for the conversion and the turning 
of men’s hearts from evil to good through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is no greater work in which to engage than 
this. 

Lt prepares men, through Jesus Christ, to live in two 
qworlds—the world that now ts, and the world to come. 

What the Church Is to the Individual and to the 
Community.— Zhe picture of the country community and 
the city slum without any church has often been drawn, and 
it is always the same. It has the same features of sin un- 
checked doing its devastating work. Moral evil, without 
any restraint upon it, is worse in its ill effects than any 
physical disease can possibly be. Paul in his Epistle to the 
Romans (1: 18-32) describes this state of things, and the 
description is as true to-day as when it was written long 
years ago. Here is certainly a great task to be accomplished 
in the regeneration, not only of the individual, but of the 
community gone wrong. 

The picture of the community with a church in full and 
active operation is an entirely different matter. Here are 
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good homes. Here are men, women and children who are 
living upright lives and trying to do good not only to and 
for themselves but for those outside their particular circle. 
Here vice is restrained. Here the virtues flourish. But why 
draw the picture further in its details? Every one knows 
how these pictures look, and they speak for themselves. 
The difference between the two communities is in one word 
—church. To the adult, to the child, compelled to live in 
one or the other there is the distinction between the two of a 
hell or heaven on this earth. 

Here again is a church work worth while—to help lift a 
community out of its sin or to help it maintain its righteous- 
ness. 

The Visible and the Invisible Church.—The invisi- 
ble Church of Jesus Christ consists of all who believe in Him, 
wherever they are. The visible Church consists of those 
who, believing in and trusting in Him, come out and make 
themselves known. But the church which most of us know 
anything about is the one which makes itself known. This 
is the one that counts and is aggressive and progressive. 

A visible Christian Church is ‘a company of followers of 
Christ, living together in the fellowship of Christ and or- 
ganized to carry on Christian work.”’ 

The aim of the visible Christian Church is to make known 
and establish the kingdom of God in the world. This it 
does through public worship, with the teaching and preach 
ing of Christian truth, community service, philanthropic en- 
terprise and missionary work both at home and in foreign 
lands. 


How Work with the Church ?—The ways of doing 


Why Work With the Church? 155 


this are legion. The first step is to become a part of it, 
and be identified with it in its magnificent venture of making 
over humanity and making life worth while. No cause will 
be helped very much by those who are simply well wishers 
and occasionally lend a hand—much as ‘‘ Well Wishers’’ 
and ‘‘Lend a Handers’’ are appreciated. The actual 
strength of any organization depends upon those who per- 
sonally make its interests their own interests and feel a per- 
sonal responsibility for its support and success. 

Be a believer in Christ and make an open profession of 
this belief. Or as itis commonly phrased—‘‘ Become a 
Christian.’” Why not? It is the right and true way and 
the quicker the decision is made, the better it will be for the 
soul. Irrespective of any human urgency there is a divine 
call in the soul to repent of sin and trust in the Saviour. 
‘‘Christianity is not a call to pursue the ideal; rather 
Christianity reveals the astonishing fact that the ideal pur- 
sues us. To realize this is faith. To permit the ideal, as it 
is in God through Christ, to master us and to master by it is 
the Christian life.’’ We are constantly urged from within 
our own hearts to accept Jesus Christ. As Christ called 
men, when He was upon earth, so He calls them now 
(Matthew 9:9; 16:24). Those who heeded His call did 
not wait until they were better prepared or more able to fol- 
low Him but followed Him at once. What is a Christian ? 
Consider the answer—‘‘ A Christian is one who believes in 
Christ, considers what He says is true, accepts His claims 
for himself, and counts His promises as safe and secure’’ 
(John 3:'16,°36; 7:27; Acts 16: 31). The trouble ex, 
perienced by some in coming to Christ is that they are not 
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thinking of Him so much as they are of themselves as to 
whether they are good enough to, come or will be able to 
hold out. The only way out of thig trouble is to forget self 
and to think of Christ, who is able to save unto the utter- 
most (Hebrews 7: 25). 

The following four questions are asked as tests of sincerity 
of any one who feels the urgency of the call, within and 
without, to become a Christian. <‘‘ Will you face the facts 
and answer the questions ?’’ 

First—‘* You have sinned, and are nowasinner. Will 
you now repent your sin and turn from it’’? 

Second—‘‘ Christ offers to be your Saviour. Will you 
accept His offer and let Him save you”’ ? 

Third—<“ Christ offers to be your teacher. Will you now 
become a disciple of His ’’ ? 

Fourth—“ Christ offers to be your Master. Will you now 
accept His offer and obey His will as He reveals it to you 
from day to day’’? 

“« Tf you say, ‘I will,’ to these questions, you are a Chris- 
tian and have a right to the name and fellowship. The 
matter need not be delayed. You can decide it all in this 
moment. Will you do it?” You can trust the Christ to 
help you and keep you, if you do your part. 

Be identified with the Church as a member. Be counted 
with those who are doing the work of Christ through the 
Church. The Church is His own. He is the founder and 
foundation. He stood out in the open, when He was upon 
earth. He calls upon His followers to stand out in the open 
and to be known as His. If any one feels that he is saved 
by Jesus Christ, he ought to acknowledge it publicly by 
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uniting with His Church. It is the only way in which a be- 
liever in Christ can be steadily and regularly counted on His 
side. In the great battle, now being waged by the Church, 
every believer in Christ is needed in the ranks, to march and 
to fight for His great ideals and principles, that the victory 
may be gained. 

What church shall I become a member of? ‘The Per- 
fect Church,’’ where the members are perfect in character 
and manners? ‘The Church of the Heavenly Rest,” 
where no one is asked to be of service or to do anything for 
any one else or to work for the common good? ‘The 
Church of the Never Give,’’ where no one is called upon to 
open his heart or his pocketbook? ‘These churches do not 
exist, therefore it is better not to waste any time looking for 
them. But if you want to get into line with imperfect 
people, who are trying to get rid of their imperfections, 
who are trying to teach children in the way of righteousness 
and to walk themselves in that way, who are bearing the 
burden of every reform and of every good work, who are 
praying and working and giving to bring about an era of 
clean thinking, clean living and clean acting, which means 
the establishment of the kingdom of God, through Jesus 
Christ, in every heart—then join yourself to any church 
where Jesus Christ is preached and you will be joining the 
right church and getting into line for the best things, which 
are only really worth while. 

Joining the Church is a duty which ought not to be post- 
poned. The man who does his duty is always better than 
the man who shirks it. ‘‘ Joining the Church is a form, but 
it is the outer form of an inward spiritual experience. The 
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New Testament Christians were members of churches. The 
Christian is a worker, soldier and saviour. He must be a 
profitable servant, an effective soldier, a loving saviour. 
Group strength is the only form of strength sufficient to solve 
the problems or overcome the evils of this world. An iso- 
lated man is impotent. A detached Christian is unprofit- 
able. Soldiers who really mean to fight march with the 
army. Workers who want their work to count, work to- 
gether. If the Church is indeed the body of Christ, the 
organ through which He speaks, the instrument by which 
He works, then it is certainly the duty of every soul desiring 
to fulfill its destiny to become an integral part of that body.’’ 

The Bible urges this work of uniting with the Church 
(1) As a testimony of one’s salvation (Acts 2: 38-47). 
(2) To be provoked unto Christian endeavour (Hebrews 
10: 23, 24). (3) As witnesses to Jesus Christ (Acts 1: 8). 
(4) As an evidence of the new birth (John 3: 1-21). (5) As 
a means of blessing (Matthew 5: 1-13). (6) For the richest 
experience of the soul (Psalm 36:8, 12). (7) Which 
church? The one which stands persecution for Christ's 
sake (Revelation 2:10). (8) As a means of spiritual 
blessing (Philippians 4: 4). (9) For spiritual companion- 
ship and association (Malachi 3:16). (10) To know the 
blessedness of communion with the Lord (Psalm 55: 14). 
(11) Which church? The one which exalts the name of 
Jesus Christ (Philippians 2: 5-11). (12) As an evidence 
of what one is (Matthew 5: 13-16). (13) To be most help. 
ful to other Christians and to work in harmony with them 
(a Corinthians 12: 4-12). (14) Which church? The one 
that is aggressive in good works (Revelation 2: 7, 11, 173 
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3:5, 12, 21). (15) As an expression of definite decision 
(Acts 16: 31-34). (16) For the jcys that come from wor- 
ship (Psalm 122:1). (17) To be separate from the world’s 
pleasure (Psalm 137: 3-6). (18) As a token that one be- 
longs to God (2 Timothy 2: 1-15). (19) For the purpose 
of making a success of the godlike life (Psalm 92: 13). 
(20) To be safe, by living up to Christ’s teachings (Mat- 
thew 16: 13-17). (21) To observe the sacraments that 
Jesus enjoined (1 Corinthians 11: 23-26). (22) Which 
church? The one which takes Christ as her foundation 
(1 Corinthians 3:11) and teaches the reality of the future 
inte (John 445.255. 205, 143.1, 2). 

Be identified with the Church as a supporter. Make its 
interests your interests. Attend its services. Pay heartily 
and generously towards its expenses. Work and pray for 
its growth and prosperity. 

Church obligations ought to be translated into church 
opportunities. Men are delighted when some way opens to 
them of increasing and enlarging their business; they gladly 
spend time and money in taking advantage of any and every 
such opening. As their business advances, they advance 
with it. The business of the Church is the greatest in the 
world ; there is none like it; our Saviour sought to impress 
this fact upon His disciples. Wherever this idea of the 
Saviour’s is received, there is an increasing Church. No 
gain that any man can attain to can equal this gain. No loss 
so great as the loss of the soul in seeking other things and 
forgetting this—‘“‘ For what is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul’’ (Matthew 16: 26). 
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The joy of, or in, church service is that, if real growth is 
sought for, there is nothing approaching it which will so up- 
lift the soul and enlighten the mind. 

There is a time coming to every man when all that he has 
worked for on this earth will have to be parted with. Surely 
we brought nothing into this world and we can take nothing 
out of a material nature. It is only the good we have done, 
or tried to do, that will count for anything then ; therefore 
our Lord foreseeing that time said, ‘‘ Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth where moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also’’ (Matthew 6: 19-21). 


QUESTIONS 


What does the Church stand for? As a conquering cause? 
As a setter-forth of great ideals and principles? What is its de- 
mand for a cleansing of the human heart? How does it encour- 
age the spirit in man? How does it seek the realization of 
human brotherhood? What does it do for the betterment of 
human conditions? How does it pray for the kingdom of God? 
Does it work for two worlds? What is the Church to the com- 
munity? Give descriptions of a community with and with- 
out a church. What can be said of the invisible and the visible 
Church? How work with the Church? What is it to bea 
Christian? What is it to be a church-member? What is it 
to be identified with the Church as a supporter ? 
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